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The second half of the year 2010 is marked as a busy 
period for PALAST with several important activities 
being implemented and new initiatives starting. With 
the finalization of the Strategic Research Agenda 
(SRA) in ICT within the framework of the Med-IST; 
and the completion of the harmonic ICT policy in the 
framework of the Join-Med, PALAST has strengthened 
its collaboration with Arab and European countries. 
In addition, the role of PALAST as an advisory body 
for STI was also enhanced on the national level by 
the establishment of the Science, Technology and 
Innovation Observatory (STIO), which endorsed by the 
United Nations Economic and Social Commission of West 
Asia (ESCWA) and supported by the Palestinian Cabinet. 
The effort made by the STIO to measure the innovation 
in the Palestinian industrial sector in cooperation with 
the Ministry of National Economy (MNE), the Palestinian 
Industrial Union, and the Palestinian IT Association 
(PITA) has a positive impact on the initiative made by 
PALAST to coordinate the joint effort of the Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education (MEHE), the Ministry of 
National  Economy (MNE) and the Palestinian Industrial 
Federation (PIF) for encouraging and establishing 

the Academic-Industrial partnership. This consorted 
collaborative effort is directed to complement national 
potentials for the benefit of the Palestinian economy 
and higher education alike.  PALAST’s participation in 
the effort made by the Palestinian European Academic 
Cooperation in Education (PEACE) program in its 7th 
conference and 8th General Assembly meeting, enabled 
initiating new activities for the benefit of the Palestinian 
Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), in particular the 
consorted effort towards enhancing the postgraduate 
scholarships and the outreach of the diaspora 
researchers and experts will both be tackled on a 
consorted approach. PALAST is also keen to implement 
the cooperative agreement formulated during the 
meeting at the premises of the Norwegian Academy 
of Science and Letters in Oslo (Norway) on June 2010 
in the framework of the cooperation initiated between 
All European Academies (ALLEA) and Palestinian HEIs 
and PALAST. The meeting titled “Cooperation between 
Palestine and European Academies on Research and 
Higher Education” marked drafting an agreement 
between PALAST, HEIs and ALLEA and the convening of 
a steering committee chaired by PALAST. PALAST and 
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ALLEA role will be to coordinate activities between the 
Palestinian and the European HEIs.

Several other important activities took place during the 
same period and others are still to be implemented, yet 
the turning of the 2010 and the beginning of the new 
year 2011, PALAST wishes to seize the opportunity to wish 

all colleagues’ a happy new year with more academics 
and scientists involved in the effort of bringing peace, 
justice and better conditions for the present and the 
future generations. And for those colleagues who we 
highly respect for their devotion we say: keep up the 
good work. 

Arab countries have been aware of the importance 
of STI for socio-economic development for at least 
four decades. Many Arab countries have had a core 
STI system for as long. However, little has changed 
in terms of the impact of science and the scientific 
enterprise on achieving socioeconomic development, 
or generating new knowledge.

The challenges facing Arab countries in S&T is 
enormous. However, they can be overcome with 
vision, commitment and hard work. The huge strides 
made by countries that two or three decades ago 
were at the same level of development as Arab states, 
including Brazil, China, India, Ireland, Mexico and the 
Republic of Korea, show that it is possible.

Although Arab decision-makers have been increasing 
expenditure on education, there is still little political 
patronage of science and the scientific endeavour, 
despite a legacy of creativity and innovation. Lack 
of expenditure on R&D is a major cause of the poor 
output of the Arab STI system but it is not the only 
quandary. The lack of a science culture in turn leads 
to a lack of appreciation for science. So why do 
Arab decision-makers seem more concerned with 
education than STI? Can it be that education is 
viewed as a necessity, whereas STI is considered a 
luxury? Basic education empowers citizens to read, 
comprehend basic mathematics and make a living. 
However, basic education is not sufficient to create 
wealth, to address concerns of food, water and energy 

What is wrong with Arab STI? 
(An excerpt from the UNESCO Science Report 2010)

Moneef R. Zou’bi   Director General, Islamic World Academy of Sciences (IAS)

security, to provide better health services and better 
infrastructure. For that, science is required.

The major contemporary problems Arab countries 
face which require scientific or technological solutions 
are well known. Despite this, the purpose of scientific 
research remains unclear. Research undertaken by 
the higher education sector, although important, 
often serves purely academic purposes.

Appreciation for S&T is also an almost alien concept 
in the mindset of the Arab private sector, which has 
always been strong in trading goods and services 
rather than manufacturing. Even in instances where 
funding has been no object, the private sector has 
been unable to produce a critical mass of knowledge 
workers to utilize these resources to meet national 
objectives, add to the national and global pool of 
knowledge or produce patents leading to products 
and services.

Another factor stalling change in Arab countries 
has historically been the top-down approach to 
governance. This places political leaders in a position 
where they have to assume the role of championing 
science for the scientific enterprise to blossom.

Arab countries today are nation states, a particularly 
European invention that became obsolete with the 
signing of the Treaty of Rome in 1959. Since then, 
European countries have set about harmonizing their 
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economic and scientific policies. It is true that, in the 
Arab world, there are regional umbrella organizations 
that do the job of the European Union. There is the 
Arab League, which has been in existence for over six 
decades. Its primary concern has been to deal with 
political problems, however, causing issues in S&T and 
higher education to be neglected by this body. There 
is also the Organisation of the Islamic Conference. 
This umbrella organization embracing both Arab 
and non-Arab Islamic countries has made some bold 
attempts to address S&T issues. However, due to a 
chronic shortage of funds, it too has been unable to 
implement its programmes fully. Oil wealth has been a 
double-edged sword. On the one hand, it has helped 
Arab countries to consolidate their infrastructure, 
invest in service industries and promote trade. On 
the down side, ‘easy money’ has meant that STI based 
development and industries took a back seat until 
very recently. 

The slump in oil prices since 2008 has given oil states 
a glimpse into the future when they will no longer be 
able to count on oil for their major source of income. 
High-tech exports from Arab countries are negligible. 
The acquisition and application of technology is 
a function of an enabling environment, yet this 
environment is almost non-existent in many parts of 
the Arab world. For instance, although expenditure 
on defence in Arab countries is among the highest in 
the world, there is no home-grown defence industry. 
There is very little linkage between universities and 
industry when it comes to research output and thus 
little wealth generation via the commercialization 
of R&D. In the majority of Arab states, intellectual 
property regimes are very weak, providing little 

protection for the output of scientists. A patent 
culture being almost non-existent, researchers often 
come up against a blank wall when attempting to 
commercialize or otherwise develop their research 
output. A number of Arab countries have a sizeable 
S&T potential. This potential is often dispersed and 
championed by individuals rather than institutions. 

S&T output has been growing unsteadily over the 
past three decades. Today, exploiting this output still 
relies on a handful of dedicated knowledge workers 
based at a few universities and research centres 
in the Arab world. Some countries have begun to 
streamline R&D into basic research, applied research 
and technological development.

They have also started assimilating market parlance, 
not only when it comes to producing papers and 
patents but also prototypes and products. There 
are also those which are attempting to leapfrog 
the development cycle by importing ready-made 
models of research centres and universities; this 
may yield success but only at the local level unless 
an inter-regional component is added. Last but not 
least, the stability and security of Arab countries 
cannot simply be a function of military expenditure 
and expenditure devoted to upholding law and 
order. Long-term security and prosperity for all 
countries in the region can only be achieved by 
assuring the triple helix of food, water and energy 
security, combined with sustainable and equitable 
socio-economic development in tolerant societies 
where accountability and rule of law prevail. S&T can 
achieve some of these goals, if not all.
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In a dynamic and advancing world of technology, 
and within a global open environment of knowledge, 
there is an essential need to proceed in adopting and 
developing new technologies in industry. Such efforts 
face implementation difficulties and practical problems. 
This article responds to the development question of 
how engineering research in Palestine can be directed 
towards the needs of local industry. 

Indeed, quality education is the route towards 
successful research. However, research activities are 
considered as advanced tools for educating engineers 
to solve practical problems. Thus, the harmony between 
education and research is a key issue in advancing 
research and education environment in engineering 
faculties.  It is essential to extend traditional prospective 
of engineering education towards multidimensional 
modern engineering education. The design of the 
current programs needs to be improved in aspects 
related to skills and capabilities, through reviewing 
curricula and educational methods focusing on learning 
through research activities. 

Examples of important skills and capabilities in 
developed engineering programs shall include technical 
scientific knowledge, scientific research and problem 
analysis approach, capabilities of dealing with modern 
engineering technologies and tools, capabilities of 
planning and performing experimental work, capabilities 
to deal with multidisciplinary teams. 

The spectrum of technology fields of Palestinian industry 
indicates that the fields of engineering education (and 
staff) need development in new directions. 

A vision for the future of potential industries is foreseen 
as an input to the development of engineering 
programs. Potential development opportunities are 
foreseen despite the political situation and occupation, 
and isolation of the West Bank from its national domain, 
as major obstacles.  Various success stories are noted 

such as the establishment of stone and marble center 
which developed and implemented a unique diploma 
in the field that serves stone industry through academic, 
industrial and governmental cooperation. 

Various previous related studies at both local and 
regional revels highlighted gab between engineering 
education and industry. There is inadequate clarification 
from local industry of their needs, and insufficient 
knowledge about the existence of engineering programs 
and exact fields. Parallel to that, universities do not play 
active and efficient roles in providing such knowledge 
to industry. This results in obstacles against the process 
of promoting joint research, and emphasizes a need for 
securing the will for a change.

Cooperation is the core of applied research activities. 
Again, cooperation is a requirement and a fruit. 
Cooperation beneficiaries include industrial sector; 
through securing qualified engineers and obtaining 
technical solutions for their problems, academic 
sector; through having the opportunity to utilize the 
scientific background in real problems and then market 
themselves as consultants, and the students who are the 
engineers of tomorrow; though having the opportunity 
to be exposed to industrial environment and gaining 
technical knowledge that can provide them with an 
easier access to the employment market. 

Such industrial-academic cooperation is till facing 
obstacles. They can be summarized in a triangle of 
awareness, contentment and trust among stakeholders. 
The academics are still hesitant in getting there hands 
in the industry. There is a conflict between an open 
research knowledge from academic point f view, and 
industrial confidentiality, with limited local experience 
in coordinating this issue. The real implementation of 
research projects are still limited due to limited trust and 
inefficient technical communication. The donors agenda 
and the orientation of funding proposals towards 
pleasing the donors more that meeting the real needs 

Industry Oriented Problem Solving Research 
Maher Al-Jabari, Associate Professor, Industrial Synergy Center
Palestine Polytechnic University, Hebron, Palestine, mjabari@ppu.edu
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will continue to make such research efforts inefficient. 

Despite these obstacles, there are motivations at 
various levels for joint research activities.  There is a 
development role for such activities through providing 
solutions to real local problems, in addition to a social 
role that reinforce the contentment of industry in the 
feasibility of cooperation with the university. On the 
other side, there is an academic role for professors and a 
moral role for students, which increases their motivation 
while working on real problems. 

Having a better understanding of the industrial needs 
and the academic capabilities would require some 
preliminary research activities, such as a field survey 
among the stakeholders from industrial sector including 
business owners and engineers, and from academic 
sector including the academics and students, utilizing 
research tools of questionnaire and interview.  

The academics are still not active sufficiently 
towards cooperation with industry in research and 

consultation activities, while the industry is still 
hesitant about the feasibility of hiring engineers and 
about its conflict with confidentiality. This requires 
focusing attention on ethics and on improving the 
level of salaries of engineers. 

A diagnostic analysis of the current situation of 
engineering education and an overall strategic SWOT 
analysis can direct attention towards improving 
measures. Various strengths may be highlighted in 
engineering programs, e.g. motivation to change, and 
education environment, while weaknesses include 
program structural issues and the lack of sufficient follow 
up, control and combativeness, and bridging difficulties. 
Opportunities include the possibility of utilizing the 
support from various parties, the industry itself and its 
capability for development. Recognized threats include 
weak and slow interaction from industry, Palestinian 
situation and engineering employment.

A positive future can be created through cooperation 
towards cooperation!

Proceedings of 2nd International Conference, 
Water: Values and Rights

PALAST Publications
Report on “Assessing the status of 
Jerusalemites academics”, December, 
2009

(English, pp. 726)
(ISBN 978-9950-340-01-5)
This publication contains 
all full reviewed papers 
submitted to the 2nd 
International Conference, 
“Water: Values & Rights”, 
which took place at 
the PRCS Building in 
Ramallah, from 13-15 
April 2009.
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The STIO released a special bulletin on innovation in 
the industries of, stone, marble, food and beverage. This 
study was performed by conducting, implementing and 
analyzing the community innovation survey (CIS) (Arabic 
version) on two major Palestinian industrial sectors; 
namely the quarrying and stone fabrication, and the food 

and beverages covering the observation period 2006-
2008. The CIS describes the innovation process, measure 
its economic weight, evaluate its effects, and appraise its 
mechanisms (cooperation, resources, obstacles, etc) over 
a certain period of time. It enables producing comparable 
indicators based on harmonized methodology by which a 

The Establishment of the Science, Technology and Innovation 
Observatory – STIO

The STIO is established in the framework cooperation with the Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) of the United Nations, and endorsed by the Prime 
Minister office; it is meant to be a node in the network of west Asia that have been established 
in the West Asian countries and connected to the STIO hub which is established by ESCWA 
headquarters in Beirut, Lebanon.
The Observatory is hosted by Palestine Academy for Science and Technology and is going 
to work cooperatively with other national institutions.

Main functions of the STIO 
Collect data on science, technology and innovation on a regular basis. •	
Data analysis and generating  indicators that are of international standard•	
Produce leaflets of sciences and technology innovation development •	

STIO Implemented and on-going Activities
Assessing Innovation in Industries
Case Study in Stone and Marble and Food and Beverages sectors

Figure 1: Sample distribution with regard to location

PALeSTINe ACADeMY COOPerATIVe INITIATIVeS
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Figure 2
Market distributions for both sectors (local means PA and Israel)

Figure 3
Innovation status based on CIS definitions and analysis

representative sample of the chosen sector is approached 
to fill in the survey questionnaire.

The results brought are very promising indicators and show 
high innovative potentials in both sectors. Employment, 
export, and revenues are clearly improved for innovative 
enterprises. It is found that lack of cooperation between 
the industrial sector and the higher education and research 
and development institutions is a major problem that 
should be tackled in order to strengthen the enterprises 
ability to innovate. 

The representative sample of the quarrying and stone 
fabrication consists of 61 enterprises representing 15% 
of the total registered companies, while the size of the 
other sample, representing the food and beverages 
sector, is 56 enterprises representing about 37% of the 
registered companies. The survey was conducted on 
personal interview by a trained team from the Ministry of 
Economy (MoE) with facilitation provided by the MoE and 
the Palestinian Federation Industries (PFI). 

The distribution of both representative samples relevant 
to the West Bank districts is shown in Figure 1. It is worth 
mentioning that quarrying and stone fabrication sector 
is heavily located in the southern part of the WB; i.e. in 
Hebron and Bethlehem.  

For both sectors, the local market; including Israeli 
market, represents the largest market for their goods (Fig 
2), however, the second market for both sectors is the 
European countries’ market. This is due to the fact that 
part of the European Union’s obligation to support the 
Palestinian economy is the facilitation of exporting goods 
from PA to Europe’s market to help the development of 
the Palestinian economy.  

Analyzing the technological innovation in both 
representative samples showed that 61% of the food and 
beverages sector sample are technological innovators, 
while 67% of the quarrying and stone fabrication sample 
are technological innovators (Figure 3). 

During the period 2006-2008, the expenditure of 
enterprises on technological innovation activities was 
nearly 35 million Dollars and distributed as 82% for food 
and beverages sector and the rest for quarrying and stone 
fabrication sector, the major expenditure of   80% went to 
acquisition of new machinery and software in both sectors. 
Expenditure of food and beverages sector on purchasing 
of machinery and software is five times that of quarrying 

and stone fabrication sector. Expenditure on R&D activities 
amount at an average of 11% of total expenditure in both 
samples, favoring in house R&D activities. These figures 
reflecting expenditure on R&D are promising and policy 
makers should establish instruments of a STI policy that 
encourage cooperation between research institutions 
and industrial sectors.

It is noticed that in both sectors contribution of innovation 
to total turnover comes from technological innovation in 
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products with slight modification (Figure 4). More than 
20% of quarrying and stone fabrication innovators have 
contributions to turnover coming from introducing new 
product to the enterprises. Such outcome is relevant as 
in the last five years stone and marble sector experienced 
high competition in the local market with the increase in 
construction activities in Palestinian districts and elsewhere. 

For the technological innovation in process, nearly most 
innovators in both sectors agreed that contribution to 
their turnover came from introducing new O&M systems, 
improving their products’ logistics, and manufacturing 
processes. In both product and process innovation 
activities, it is the enterprises themselves that are directly 
responsible for the activities. This is confirmed also by 
the feedback coming form both sectors regarding the 
source of information and knowledge that enhances the 
innovation in their enterprises, were both agreed that the 
major source of knowledge is the enterprises themselves. 
Minimal relevant information is fed from higher education 
or research institutions. This is the contrary when compared 
to developed countries where innovative enterprises do 
not innovate alone but in the context of a network. In 
Europe, e.g. and particularly with respect to formal forms 
of cooperation, the percentage of innovative enterprises 
that are involved in R&D collaboration with one or more 
partners ranges, depending on country, from about 50% 
to–in the case of Denmark-97%. 

Effect of innovation on employment trend showed 
most increase for those process and product innovators 
enterprises, and less increase for those firms who 
experienced product innovation and the least for those of 
process innovation activities only. This is to some extent 
compatible with that in the European countries. In addition 
the growth in export performance for innovators compared 
to non-innovators is clearly indicated. 

When asked if receiving any public supports or other 
donors’ supports, only one firm from the quarrying and 
stone fabrication sector replied positive and mentioned 
specifically the sixth framework program of the European 
Union. This is the contrary with regard to food and 
beverages sector, where public and governmental supports 
were provided to at least five firms and five others have 
received supports from European and other countries, 
which is logically possible as European Union and other 
international financing countries have lately introduced 
support for EMS, HACCP, ISO and other benchmark for the 
sector.  

The status of the Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) for the 
whole sample brought relevant outcomes for an economy 
that does not differ from other developing countries’ 
economy. Here, registering a trademark, design and 
claiming copyright are significant for food and beverages 
enterprises where competition is currently high, whereas it 
is almost neglected in the quarrying and stone fabrication 
industry, where old traditional manufacturing activities are 
still yet in use (see figure 5).  

Figure 4: Contribution to total firm’s turnover Figure 5: IPR status in both samples’ sectors

PALeSTINe ACADeMY COOPerATIVe INITIATIVeS
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STIO Published Document 
A special bulletin on innovation in Industry 
sectors of Stone and Marble, Food and Beverage, 
September, 2010

The CIS enables measuring factors that are hampering 
innovation activities in the surveyed enterprises. For both 
sectors, it appeared that cost of innovation as a factor 
hampering innovation is the most important one. This 
includes; lack of internal and external funds and the high 
cost of innovation activities. An outcome compatible with 
CIS results in Europe and elsewhere. The second factor is 
the knowledge which includes; unavailability of qualified 
personal and lack of information on technology and 
market. Again, such outcomes require careful attention 
from the relevant PA policy and decision makers. 

Although there exist no national developed STI policy in 
the PA, but the survey brought promising outcomes that 
should be carefully considered by the policy and decision 
makers. It is seen that there are level of innovations in two 
major industrial sectors with positive impacts indicated 
on turnover, employment, and exporting activities. In 
terms of R&D serving innovation, there are also indicators 
that should be considered when preparing national STI 
policies and strategies. Relevant potential in both industrial 
and research institutions should be considered by and 
cooperation incentive instruments should be prepared. 
Also, it is important to direct academic programs to serve 
the local economic development as this will also build the 
cooperative links needed.

Acknowledgments: The research is carried out through 
a partnership between the Palestine Academy and the 
Ministry of National Economy. Background training was 
provided through the participation in the European 
funded Med-Ibtikar project.  

Knowledge production
The STIO is currently conducting special surveys concerning 
knowledge production in national institutions, private higher 
education institutions, research centers and institutions 
of civil society where these surveys aim to measure 
knowledge production and to identify its components. 
This information is very useful in assessing the national 
output of scientific research and performance. The 
information collected will be published on the website 
and will also be distributed to the national institutions 
concerned.

Innovation in Palestinian 
Pharmaceutical Industries
As Pharmaceutical industrial sector is an important and 
promising sector, the STIO, has started recently conducting 
and implementing the community innovation survey (CIS) 
(Arabic version) on the six major premises. This activity 

is implemented in cooperation with the Federation of 
Pharmaceutical Industries.

 Innovation in Palestinian Software 
Developer
STIO in addition to the above mentioned activities is 
currently conducting the community innovation survey 
(CIS) concerning ICT Software Developer in cooperation 
with Palestinian IT Association of companies (PITA).

Palestinian Scientists and 
Experts Database (PSEDB)
PALAST is now seeking to involve the diaspora of Palestinian 
scientists, researchers and experts in the process of 
strengthening research and higher education in Palestine. 
For this purpose, PALAST is building the “Palestinian 
Scientists and Experts Database” (PSEDB) in cooperation with 
All European Academies (ALLEA). Through this database, 
PALAST aims at establishing a strong network of Palestinian 
scientists, researchers and experts worldwide. PALAST will 
encourage the networking between them and Palestinian 
institutions that seek expertise from abroad. With Palestine’s 
population to double in the next twenty years, such links 
to the diaspora community will be vital for the rapidly 
expanding higher education sector in the country. The 
PSEDB will be maintained by the recently established “STI 
Observatory” (STIO) in collaboration with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission of West Asia (ESCWA). 

In pursuing PSEDB, PALAST will make use of its 
membership in international consortiums, such as IAP, 
IAMP, NASIC, HRN, COSTIS and EMAN. 
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The two conferences held and organized by Palestine 
Academy for Science and Technology (PALAST) and the 
Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) with cooperation and 
support of the United Nations Development Programme 
/ Programme of Assistance to Palestinian People UNDP/
PAPP revealed a gap in the Palestinian formal and 
informal readiness to support its position on the basis 
of international law, which demonstrates international 
legitimacy, fair and authority.
Insufficient presence of legal professionals or those 
interested in the subject despite the importance of this 

is specifically due to the adoption of the decision-makers 
on the political side alone. 

An urgent need have risen during the previous period 
to look at international law approved by International 
bodies with respect to the occupation and duties 
towards the occupied people and country and what 
are the mechanisms that oblige the occupation to 
implement of international law, without depending on 
negotiations that takes time, effort and depends mainly 
on the opponent’s strength. 

Development of a legal paper to strengthen the 
Palestinian position internationally in water rights

In the 3rd project Meeting in Athens during 16-17 July 
2009 it was agreed that the directory of organizations 
should be updated, the aim of which is to identify 
suitable/promising research organisations in the MPC 
and EU for joining the network and to record the 
capabilities of the identified research 
organisations in an EU-MPC Research 
Directory. Only organisations can apply 
for new projects, and this is why we are 
registering the organisational profile. 
Thus the MPC Directory has been re-
organized to give focus on organizations, 
not only individual researcher.

The harmonized policy paper renamed 
to “Harmonized Policy Paper: Review 
and Analysis of MPC strategies and 
policies” addresses both the European 
Commission and the MPC policy makers. 
This policy paper is based on available and accessible 
information and documents in the countries. Policy 
makers were encouraged to identify other relevant 
documents in the meetings to be held with them per 
country. The harmonized policy paper should inform 
the Commission which are the common ICT priorities 
of the countries, and propose measures for enhancing 
R&D collaboration with the region. On the other hand, it 
can inform MPC policy makers which are the main gaps 
in their current policies and what measures they could 
take in order to enhance collaboration with Europe. 
Developing the final ICT (Harmonized) Policy Paper 
will include recommendations at a national level, MPC 
(intra-regional) level and EU-MPC level. MPC will develop 

recommendations targeting national policy makers.

The next steps for the policy dialogue will be to start 
developing some concrete recommendations/proposals 
for enhanced EU-MPC collaboration that could be in the 

direction of specific initiatives rather 
than a complete strategy as mentioned 
during the policy dialogue session 
discussion.

During the 6th Project Meeting in 
Beirut through 21-22 May 2010 it 
was decided that the 2nd Networking 
Event will be held in Tunisia on 2-3-4 
December 2010. In addition to the 4 
scheduled networking events in the 
project, ITC has submitted proposals for 
a networking session where the main 
aim of the session is networking among 

researchers.
This networking session is within the ICT Event 2010 
in Brussels from 27-29 September 2010 (Establishing 
the EU-Mediterranean ICT Research Network) and 
it has been accepted. It is considered as a major EU 
dissemination event where all partners will participate 
with a researcher who comes from strong research 
institutes (PALAST nominated Mr. Mahmoud Hawamdeh 
from QOU) where they are expected to briefly introduce 
themselves (in terms of research topics involved) and 
their institution. The idea behind is to show that there 
is indeed an excellent potential in the MPC region. 
The researcher should also submit a brief report to the 
project partner on his activities in the Conference, who 
he met and which sessions he attended.

Establishing the EU-Mediterranean
 ICT Research Network (JOIN-MED Project)

PALeSTINe ACADeMY COOPerATIVe INITIATIVeS
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In the framework of its cooperation with the Italian organization UPM PALAST participated in a meeting in 
La Mazia, Italy during 2-6 July 2010 with UPM for discussions on the implementation of Ma-Pi project on 
diabetes.
Representatives from the North-Africa and Arabian scientific communities (Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Jordan, 
Morocco), and other Italian and European scientists, were also in the meeting to plan Ma-Pi projects on 
diabetes, including natural and organic agriculture and re-afforestation.

A consortium was conceived with members: 
Prof. Mohamed Hisham AL SIBAI (General Secretary of the Arab Board for Medical Specialties Council of 	•
Arab Minister of Health - Arab League - Damascus) 
Prof. Mohamed Swehli (President of Libyan Board for Medical Specialties) 	•
Prof. Abubaker Swehli (President of Libyan Society of Biology) 	•
Prof. Reema Tayeema (Director of Jordanian Nutrition Center – Amman)	•
Prof. Mohamed Rida Abhoushagor (Agronomist - University Alfateh – Tripoli) 	•
Prof. Khula Elazzabi (Nutritionist – University Alfateh – Tripoli) 	•
Prof. Imad Khatib (General Secretary of Palestinian Academy for Sciences and Tecnology) 	•
Prof. Sadok Bouzid (President of Tunisian Society of Natural Sciences) 	•
Prof. Said Mansour (Deputy Director - Food Technology Research Institute – Ministry of Agriculture - Egypt)	•

PALAST is preparing for the implementation of the cooperative project in cooperation with the Palestinian 
Red Crescent Society Hospital and the endorsement of the ministry of health. January 2011 is foreseen for 
the implementation time.

Progress in Ma-Pi projects on diabetes
with UPM Organization

From the recommendations of the 
conferences there was an agreement to 
establish a legal committee that could 
set legal studies from the perspective of 
international law so as to provide these 
studies to legal decision-makers and 
support the position of the Palestinians 
in the realization of national rights. For 
this purpose, and through a coordinated 
effort with other Palestinian institutions 
keen on this issue, Palestine Academy 
for Science and Technology and the 
Palestinian Commission for Development, Democracy 
and Human Rights organized a specialized meeting 
on international law and water rights in the same time 
Amnesty International issued a report entitled “Denying 
the Palestinians right the access to pure water “. The 
workshop was held on 13 February 2010.

Supporting the decision-makers through a legal study 
prepared by a Committee of legal and technical experts in 
water was one of the recommendations of the specialized 
workshop and the conferences. Thus we currently seek to 

prepare a legal paper to be considered as 
a reference that supports the political side 
and can be submitted to international 
bodies when talking about the Palestinian 
right to their water resources.

Through this effort a group of experts 
specialized in:

International humanitarian law with 	•
regard to occupation and international 
law, norms, conventions and treaties 
to which the world community should 

represent international legitimacy; 
Technical issues concerning  water in the past, present 	•
and future.
Conventions and understandings that have been 	•
adopted under the Palestinian-Israeli negotiations 
in the past and their complementarities with human 
rights and international law will study all relevant 
information and data available and will issuance a 
“legal paper” that discuss the previous situation and 
suggest ways to adjust correct certain aspects in the 
different issues.
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The Palestine Academy for Science and Technology and 
the Palestinian Water Authority, organized the Second 
International Conference on Water Values and Rights that 
was held during the period 13-15 April 2009 in Ramallah, 
Grand Park Hotel. The Conference was co-sponsored by 
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP). 

The objectives of the Conference that were successfully 
reached, were to bring together scholars, scientists, 
experts and researchers, decision makers, and other 
stakeholders from the public and private sectors to 
discuss issues related to water rights and the state of the 
art in water and wastewater science and technology. The 
Conference also served as an opportunity for all to interact 
with each other and with a prominent international group 
of invited speakers. It furthermore tackled the pressing 
human rights and hydro political issues.

2nd International Conference 
on Water Values and Rights

Key international speakers were invited to participate in 
the conference and lead different sessions throughout 
the three day conference along with local key speakers 
from different institutions specialized in the water 
sector.
 
The proceedings of the conference was published on 
behalf the publication unit in Palestine Academy for 
science and technology. The proceeding targeting the 
themes that were discussed during the conference. The 
conference themes were: Water Resources Management, 
Wastewater management, Water: Development, 
Strategic Planning and Regional Cooperation, Water 
Rights and International Water Law and other special 
themes. For more information regarding the conference 
and Proceedings please visit the following website 
http://www.palestineacademy.org .

Conferences, workshops and Meetings 
held by the Academy in their cooperative initiative
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In October 2009, PALAST, in cooperation with the Italian 
organization Un Punto Macrobiotico (UPM), organized 
a workshop on the use of organic food to treat diabetes 
(type 2). This workshop was held at the Red Crescent 
society headquarters in Al Biereh, Ramallah with 
representations from both, the Palestinian ministry of 
health and the ministry of Agriculture. 

Mr. Giovanni Bargnesi, UPM general secretary explained 
the success stories after the implementation of this project 
in different countries and gave presentations on how 
the organization developed and grew. A cook, from Italy 
(UPM) accompanying Mr. Bargnesi cooked samples of the 
food and all the attendance had the chance to try some.  
There were also two presentations, one from Dr. Faisal 
Abdel Latif from the ministry of health regarding 
diabetes in Palestine and the second presentation from 
Mr. Sami Musa from the ministry of Agriculture regarding 
cultivating organic seeds in Palestine and the chances 
for the success of the planting. 

The Use of Organic Food to Treat Diabetes (Type 2) Workshop

At the end of the workshop all three parties, PALAST, 
ministry of health and the ministry of Agriculture 
emphasized on working together in implementing this 
project together with UPM.

The initial findings of the study that was initiated by PALAST in cooperation with the MEHE 
and the President’s Office, under the title “Assessing the status of Jerusalemites academicians: 
to study the obstacles they face and the means by which to mitigate these constraints”, were 
discussed in a meeting organized by PALAST on the 26th of December 2009. Representatives 
from Alquds University, AlNajah National University, Polytechnic University, Birzeit University, 
and Hebron University attended the meeting that discussed the draft report done by the 
academy with the initial findings.
  

The meeting was concluded by coming up with recommendations that will be followed up 
by the committee and one mission is to build a database that will be of use to integrate more 
results in the future.
The outcome of the study was circulated to the relevant institutions with number of 
recommendations identified. The study could be downloaded from PALAST’s website.  

Assessing the Status of Jerusalemites Academicians Meeting 
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affects the Palestinian position. Dr. Jad demanded that 
there should be full coordination between institutions 
working in different sectors not only on the level of any 
negotiations that may take place, but at all levels.
  
In the legal aspect, Dr. Abdullah Abu Eid; professor 
in international relations referred about the existing 
limitations from the Palestinian side in dealing with 
legal aspects and in particular international law. 
   
International Humanitarian Law considers the Israeli 
occupation as imperialism established by settlements 
that commits war crimes through depletion of natural 
resources in front of the international community.  This 
of course is contrary to international law that put the 
security of the population under occupation as the 
primary obligation that must be met by the occupier.
   
According to Dr. Abu Eida, the report issued by Amnesty 
is of high importance and the Palestinians should 
benefit from it. He suggested that a legal body should 
be formed to detect Israel›s violation of international 
law and to demand the occupation to compensate 
the Palestinian people from the harm done over the 
previous decades.
  
From the other legal aspect and during reviewing the 
report of Amnesty International by Mr. Nasser Al-Rayes 
from Al-Haq Institution for human rights, Mr. Rayes 
made clear that Oslo agreements contained points that 
had a negative impact on the Palestinian cause, where 
it transformed it from an international cause and it is 
the duty of international community to terminate it, 
into a bilateral issue between the PLO and Israel. These 
agreements acknowledged that the Israeli occupation 
has the right to legislate, participate and also has the 
authority of jurisdiction in the Palestinian Authority 
territory; which is incompatible with the essence of 
international law in such cases, but form another point 
Mr. Rayes stressed that the importance of the report 
stems from the fact that it is issued by an international 
institution that has a high professional reputation. 
  
Mr. Rayes said that the report of Amnesty is fair to some 
extent, as it talked about the proportion of water obtained 
by the Palestinian people, which does not even reach the 
approved level by the World Health Organization, despite 
the existence of Palestinian water resources since the 
Israeli occupation controls what is equivalent to 80% of 
the Palestinian water resources through multiple illegal 
procedures and practices thus preventing the Palestinians 
from their right in the water of Jordan River
  

In February 2010, a specialized meeting on water law 
and the rights of Palestinian in Water as a human right 
was held in the headquarters of the Red Crescent 
Society in light of the continuing violations of the Israeli 
occupation of natural resources and in conjunction 
with the Amnesty report which was issued recently 
under the title “Troubled Waters- Palestinians denied 
fair access to water”. This meeting was organized by 
Palestine Academy for Science and Technology with the 
Palestinian commission for development, democracy 
and human rights “constructive” and was attended by 
specialists in the water domain and international law.
  
Dr. Shaddad Attili, head of the Palestinian Water 
Authority, opened the meeting by reviewing what was 
done and accomplished during the past two years by 
the PWA, the strategy developed and the reform plans 
that are being implemented.
  
Dr. Attili pointed out that the Israeli authorities didn’t 
comply with the Oslo Agreement for water in particular, 
and it puts obstacles ahead of the Water Authority and 
prevents the implementation of vital projects in the 
areas of the Palestinian National Authority. This of course 
consumes time and effort but despite this, the most 
important thing done by the Water Authority is direct 
communication with citizens thus learning their concerns 
and trying to mitigate these concerns as much as possible. 
Attili also pointed out that there is a need for understanding 
between the Arab countries to support the Palestinian 
position, especially in access to its natural resources and 
the exercise of their legitimate right.It was made clear that 
the negotiations are currently pending and that national 
constants in the resources of water has not changed and 
starts from the premise that the Palestinians right to 
groundwater and surface waters in the Jordan River is not 
for bargaining demands of the Israeli occupation and this 
occupation is demanded to compensate the Palestinians 
for the takeover of water sources in the past.
  
Finally to Dr. Attili stated that the PWA is preparing for 
the celebrations of World Water Day and the Arab Water 
Day in the March.
  
The second contribution was made by Dr. Jad Isaac, 
general director of ARIJ, who reviewed the Oslo 
agreement regarding water resources and emphasized 
that Israel never complied with what was agreed-
upon and the Palestinian rights in their surface and 
underground water is still violated.  Dr. Isaac warned the 
danger of negotiations that some countries seek to draw 
Palestinian institutions to join them, which negatively 

 The Palestinians and their
violated water rights Meeting

CONfereNCeS, wOrkShOPS AND MeeTINgS 
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With regard to the cons of the international report, Mr. 
Rayes made clear that the report used the criterion of 
discrimination to distinguish between the portions of 
water received by the Palestinian and Israeli settlers. 
This of course should not be the fact since the settler 
does not have any legal validity in the presence on the 
Palestinian land. Adding to this the report did not address 
the decisions of the General Assembly with regard 
to the theft of water resources and Palestinian rights 
and did not address the duties and obligations of the 
Israeli occupation in not destroying the infrastructure, 
including networks and water reservoirs. The report also 
didn’t address the Israeli practices regarding the siege 
on Gaza Strip, and when the recommendations are 
reviewed there is a balance between the responsibilities 
on the Palestinian Authority which is under occupation 
and the responsibilities of the occupation itself.

Mr. Rayes concluded by noting that the report stated 
what Haim Waismn declared back in 1919 about the 
reason why Israel rules the West Bank area which is to 
ensure the flow of water in the Israeli taps who lives 
in Tel Aviv. This definitely reflects what the occupation 
does to drain the Palestinian natural resources.
In the panel discussion recommendations were 
presented that focused entirely on the need for 
coordination between different institutions in relation 
to water matters and there is a need to establish a law 
that supports the Palestinian side and provide the 
mechanisms and resources in order for this support to 
be implemented. 
  
It has also been proposed that the Palestine Academy for 
Science and Technology to activate Legal Consultative 
Committee. 

Under the auspices of His Excellency; Minister of 
National Economy, Dr. Hassan Abu Libdeh, Palestine 
Academy for Science and Technology, in collaboration 
with the Ministries of National Economy, Education 
and Higher Education, held and organized a workshop 
entitled “Scientific research and innovation in achieving 
sustainable development” on 16 May 2010 at the 
headquarters of the Palestinian Red Crescent Society in 
Al-Bireh. 

The workshop was inaugurated by His Excellency the 
Minister where he stressed on the need to link between 
scientific research, which does derive from tools to 
increase revenues and improve the competitiveness of 

economic institutions, especially at this stage that we 
need to add value to Palestinian production.
The minister added that there is also a need at this stage 
for meetings to be coordinated between ministries, 
research centers and development to get out with 
mechanics for cooperation and joint action to develop 
the Palestinian economy in particular as we seek to 
free our economy from the dependence on the Israel 
economy. He approximated that 95% of our needs, which 
is estimated at more than 3 billion dollars annually are 
depended on Israeli products. The ministry of Economy 
will start a campaign by thousands of volunteers to 
increase boycotting Israeli products of settlements 
which are more than 250 items.
 

Scientific Research and Innovation in achieving 
Sustainable Development Workshop
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Dr. Fahoum shalabi  from the Ministry of Education 
and Higher Education, stressed on the need to find a 
relationship between the Palestinian universities and 
institutions of the national economy and stated that 
cooperation, currently between the latter does not live 
up to the expectation of both.  

Dr. Imad Khatib, PALAST Secretary General, stressed on 
the need for integration and creates a common benefit 
of all sectors in order to benefit the economy and welfare 
of the society as we are facing challenges that require us 
to unite and to cooperate together. Al-Khatib noted the 
two initiatives taken by PALAST; the establishment of 
the Observatory for Science, Technology and Innovation 
and reactivation of the National Science Fund, where 
Mr. Fae’q Hussein discussed in the second session of 
the workshop discussing the role of PALAST in the 
promotion of scientific research and innovation, taking 
into consideration that these initiatives were submitted 
to the Council of Ministers. 

The first session headed by Mr. Ziad Karablieh from the 
MoE, Mr. Aziz Alasa and Miss Nesreen Taher discussed 
the role of scientific research in the development of the 
Palestinian industrial sector and its relationship with 
scientific research centers.
Dr. Ayman Al Haj Daoud displayed the results of a study 
measuring the national innovation in the Palestinian 
industries (innovation in products, procedures, 
marketing and organizational innovation in institutions 

and companies in Palestine).This study was done with 
cooperation of Prof. Bassiakos and Miss Lena Tsipouri in 
the context of the EU MIRA project. 

 As a representative of the Palestinian Federation of 
Industries Eng. Ayman Sobeih discussed the cooperation 
between scientific research centers and industries to 
promote and support scientific research and innovation 
in the Palestinian industrial sectors. Dr. Awad Abu Alia 
from the Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries spoke 
about innovation and creativity in the pharmaceutical 
sector. 

The second session headed by Dr. Fahoum Chalabi, 
Dr.Suleiman Khalil from AlNajah National University 
discussed how research centers in the Palestinian 
universities may support scientific research and relate it 
to national innovation. 
Dr. Maher Jabari, Manager of the Industrial Synergy 
Center at PPU presented successful Palestinian 
experience in the direction of the role of research and 
innovation in achieving sustainable development 

The workshop attended by more than 60 interested 
and competent institutions, Ministries of Education and 
Federation of Industries, medicines, and representatives 
of the deans of scientific research was concluded by 
discussion and recommendations were noted that 
will be discussed between the responsible authorities 
concerned. 

CONfereNCeS, wOrkShOPS AND MeeTINgS 



 PALAST Newsletter - Vol. 7, Issue 1 December 2010 | 17

Three researchers participated in the three 
thematic SRA workshops for the MED-IST 
project. The first workshop under the title 
“Pervasive and Trusted Network and Service 
Infrastructures” was held in Morocco on the 
9th of April 2009. The second one under the 
title “Digital Libraries and Content” was held 
in Jordan on the 30th of March 2009 and 
the third workshop under the title “Towards 
sustainable and personalized healthcare” was 

Conferences, workshops and Meetings Attended by the 
Academy in their cooperative initiative

Strategic Research Agenda (SRA) 
workshops for MED-IST project

The president of the UPM organization has 
extended an invitation to the Academy 
Secretary General to participate as a keynote 
speaker in the UPM-UNESCO-FAO Congress 
on Environment, Agriculture, Food, Health 
and Economic that took place at the Aula 
Magna Hall of the University of Rome 1 “La 
Sapienza” in Rome-Italy on 15-17 October 
2009. Dr. Khatib presented a paper titled 
“Climate Change: a sustainable development 
nightmare!” A meeting with delegation from 

Italian Organization Un Punto  Macrobiotico (UPM) – UNESCO-FAO 
Congress on Environmental, Agriculture, Food, Health and Economic

Tunisia, Libya and Cote Devoir has been 
convened to strengthen the cooperation 
while discussing the implementation of the 
Ma-Pi diet for healing the diabetes type 2. It 
was agreed to have a workshop in Palestine 
during the coming three months where 
officials from the ministries of Health and 
Agriculture and physicians from hospitals 
and healthcare centers can attend to discuss 
with the UPM scientific committee the 
implementation of the project in Palestine.

held in Lebanon on the 26th of March 2009. 
Two researchers from Palestine participated 
in the first two workshops respectively; 
Mr. Kamal Darwish from Paltel and Mr. 
Mahmoud Hawamdeh from Alquds Open 
University. Mr. Fuad Al Hanash (Palestine 
Red Crescent Society) was to participate 
in the third workshops but unfortunately 
issuing the visa for lebanon did not go 
smoothly.
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The MED-IST consortium, including the Academy, has 
organized the Final Conference in Cairo-Egypt during 
the period 18-20 May 2009. The conference has been 
an exciting event with around 150 participants from 
nearly all the Mediterranean region. In particular two 
long panel discussions not only induced a very lively 
discussion but also brought up a number of interesting 
ideas that are worthwhile pursuing in the future. The 
Academy has actively participated in the first panel 
which was titled “the research opportunities in the Arab 
region – status, obstacles and ideas.” The conference 

The United Natios Economic and Social Commission of 
West Asia has invited the Academy for a kick off meeting 
in November 2009 that concerns the establishmnt 
of a hub STI observatory in ESCWA’s headquarter in 
Beirut-Lebanon that serves the West Asia countiries. 
The Academy was chosen by ESCWA to establish an 
national observatory and a node for STI. The meeting 
which was held in Beirut in November 2009 assessed 
the needs for establishing STI observatory and how to 
cooperate among the ESCWA countries and with the 
STI hub. Officials from Palestine, Jordan, Oman, Kuwait, 
Sudan, Egypt, Lebanon and Syria have participated 
in the kick-off meeting in addition to the UNESCO. It 
was decided to organize a trainig workshop for the 

MED-IST Final conference 
was concluded with a draft funding proposal that was 
developed by Morocco. On 20th May, the final review 
meeting took place. The final review concluded that the 
MED-IST project has achieved its original objectives and 
that all deliverable within the project were clear and 
comprehensive. The positive final review was reflected 
on the newly initiated JOIN-Med project which when 
implemented will build on the achievement of MED-
IST. Documents of the project and further links can be 
found in the project web site www.med-ist.eu or directly 
at www.med-ist.eu/CairoConference.

partners presnted on the role of STI observatory and 
how to set up it up nationally.

Workshop on Science, Technology, and Innovation Observatories 
in ESCWA Member Countries, Beirut, Phase I: Towards the 
Establishment of National and Regional STI Observatories

CONfereNCeS, wOrkShOPS AND MeeTINgS 
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Female scientists in the Mediterranean (FEMME)
In a response to the invitation directed to the Secretary General by the Abdulsalam Center for Theoretical 
Physics in Trieste Italy, the Academy has participated in a consortium from Egypt’s Bibliotheca Alexandria, 
Third World Academy of Sciences (TWAS), The International Schools for the Advanced Studies (SISSA) and 
the Third World Organization for Women in Science (TWOWS) that took place in December, 2009 in Italy. The 
consortium was set in response to the EU’s request to conduct a qualitative and quantitative study on the 
status of women in science in the Arab world. During the meeting, which was convened in October 3rd 2009, 
a proposal documents were developed and submitted later for the EU Framework Program (FP7). The project 
will assess the segregation of women in science in both horizontal and vertical levels in all life aspects and will 
identify the role of women in STI with a comparative analysis with the status in the EU Member States and the 
Associated Countries.

Dr. Ayman Haj Daoud represented PALAST in JOIN-
MED 5th meeting that took place on 5-7 December 
2009 in Amman Jordan that was organized along with 
the first network event for the project. There will be 
four networking events throughout the project life. 
The first event focused on three challenges; Digital 
Libraries and Technology Enhanced Learning (Chall 
4); Patient Safety - not general eHealth (Chall 5) ; ICT 
for mobility, environmental sustainability and energy 
efficiency (Chall 6) ]. Five researchers interested in the 
challenges above (who are registered in the directory 
(http://www.join-med.eu) were nominated by PALAST 
to participate in the event and to join the network with 
other researchers from MPC and Europe to interact and 
exchange ideas and proposals. Our five researchers were 
Mr. Mahmoud Hawamdeh (Alquds Open University), Mr. 
Bahgat Ayasi (Alquds University) , Dr. Nidal Kafri (Alquds 
University), Dr. Muath Sabha (Arab American University 
of Jenin), Mr. Mohammed Aldasht (Palestine Polytechnic 
University). In this meeting there was also a session for 
policy makers from each MPC country to discuss the 
harmonized policy that was collected and analyzed by 
different national polices to each country. Dr. Safa’ Naser 
Elden and Mr. Maher Shalabi (PITA) participated from 
Palestine.

Join-MED Project 1st Network Event 
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PALAST secretary general attended the meeting 
organised by the ALLEA Standing Committee on 
Science and Ethics and the Norwegian Academy of 
Science and Letters in Oslo on 7 June 2010 which 
was dedicated to developing a European inter-
academy programme on support of research and 
higher-education in Palestine. The meeting in 
Oslo decided to establish a small steering group 
that should assist, in Europe, the promotion of the 
activities among Member Academies and in other 
environments, while it should help, in Palestine, with 
the implementation and with the involvement of the 
other HE institutions. The role of the steering group 
is to facilitate (and, if possible, to initiate) activities.
The composition of the steering group had been 
agreed upon in Oslo: 

Three Palestinian members, reflecting the  •
diverse challenges in the West Bank, Gaza and 
Jerusalem, and gender; 
Three Europeans, reflecting as much as possible  •
a balance of EU/non-EU and gender; 

The ICT Division of UN-ESCWA organized the second 
phase of a workshop on Science, Technology and 
Innovation Observatories (STI) in ESCWA Member 
Countries, in Beirut, during 18-20 January 2010.  The 
previous and first phase of the workshop was entitled 
“Towards the Establishment of National and Regional 
Science, Technology and Innovation Observatories” and 
was held during 11-12 November 2009. Phase II of the 
workshop involved the participation of public sector 
specialists and technology experts who are involved in 
the creation and implementation of STI Observatories 
and the development of STI indicators.  Therefore phase 
2 of the workshop was Entitled “Capacity Building on STI 

Workshop on Science, Technology, and Innovation 
Observatories in ESCWA Member Countries, Phase II: Capacity 
Building on STI Indicators and Observatories

Indicators and Observatories.” Dr. Ayman Al Haj Daoud 
represented PALAST at this workshop. 
http://www.escwa.un.org/information/meetings.
asp?division=ictd&condition=old
 
The workshop aimed at assessing the impact of STI on 
the socio-economic development of the ESCWA region; 
and on raising awareness on the role and purpose of 
STI observatories. It promoted the establishment of 
national STI observatories in member countries; and 
formulated plans for the establishment of a regional STI 
observatory; and finally it fostered regional cooperation 
among STI policymakers in the region.

Chair: representative of the Palestinian Academy  •
of Sciences and Technology (PALAST).
One of the concrete proposals comprised  •
the request to Academies to pay for inviting 
younger and more senior scientists from 
Palestine to scientific meetings they hold. 

Members of the Standing Committee and others 
are invited to promote (also among young scholars) 
and attend science meetings in Palestine, and 
to make sure that wherever possible Palestinian 
colleagues are invited and supported to attend 
scientific meetings in Europe or elsewhere. 

PALAST received feedback from three Palestinian 
universities and is still receiving more feedback 
regarding the priority themes that each university 
need to strengthen its capacity in. ALLEA is going 
to communicate with the European Universities 
to identify experienced scientists in each priority 
theme who could visit Palestine and stay over 
certain period. 

All European Academies (ALLEA) Meeting on support for 
research and higher education in Palestine
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The Secretary General of PALAST; participated in the 5th 
meeting of the Consultative Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Development and Technological Innovation 
(ESTIC), that was organized by the ICT Division of ESCWA  
during 29-30 March 2010, at the UN-House in Beirut, 
Lebanon. The meeting outcome and recommendations 
were submitted to the 26th ESCWA ministerial session 
that took place during 17-20 May 2010.

The 5th ESTIC meeting aimed to review the ICTD’s 
achievements during 2008-2009, work programme for 
2010-2011, and strategic framework for 2012-2013; and 
to follow-up on the Resolution 284 adopted by the 25th 
ministerial session in 2008, regarding the establishment 
and launching of the ESCWA Regional Technology Centre 
in Jordan; in addition to address the impact of ICT and 
other technologies on climate change.

The Topics that were addressed in the meeting were:
Implementation of the recommendations of the 4th  •
ESTIC meeting;
Establishment of the ESCWA Regional Technology  •
Centre for Development, including selection process, 
hosting agreement, and opening;
ICTD activities in promoting the establishment of  •
Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI) Observatories 

Al-Quds Open University, QOU,  invited 
Palestine Academy for Science and Technology 
to participate in the Fourth Information and 
Communication Technology Day (4th Annual 
ICT Day) that was convened on  Tuesday, June 
29, 2010  at Dr. Fathi Arafat Conference Hall at 
Palestine Red Crescent Society- Headquarters in  
Ramallah. 
Keynote Speakers at the conference were Dr. 
Imad AL-Khatib, Secretary General of Palestine 
Academy for Science and Technology (PALAST) 
and Prof. Suleiman Hawamdeh, Professor and 
Program Coordinator, University of Oklahoma, 
USA. 
This conference highlighted the need for ICT at Palestinian academic institutions, and demonstrated some 
of the accomplishments in this field both at QOU and other institutions, and brought more interaction and 
cooperation with other universities, private and public sectors. For more information, please visit  http://www.
qou.edu/homePage/arabic/index.jsp?pageId=3285 

The 4th Information and Communication Technology Day (4th 
Annual ICT Day), Al Quds Open University

Fifth Meeting of the ESCWA Consultative Committee on Scientific and 
Technological Development and Technological Innovation (ESTIC5)

in the region;
Follow-up to and implementation of the WSIS  •
outcomes in Western Asia;
Developmental impact of technologies including ICT  •
on climate change;
ICTD activities implemented during 2008-2009, and  •
work programme for 2010-2011;
Proposed strategic framework for 2012-2013. •

 
The meeting involved the participation of distinguished 
experts in STI, including ICT, from academic institutions, 
research centers, governmental institutions, ministries 
and enterprises engaged in innovative activities, as 
well as representatives of international and regional 
development agencies.  
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The ICT Event 2010 organized by the European 
Commission’s Directorate-General for Information 
Society and Media and hosted by the Belgian Presidency 
of the European Union took place at Brussels Expo from 
27 to 29 September 2010. 
In the context of its Networking objective, Join-MED 
organized a Networking Session at the ICT 2010, 
addressing European researchers and presenting them 
the potential of the MPC research community. Since 
networking is about people, the Join-MED project has 
invited a number of MPC researchers from universities 
and the private industry to this session, to present 
themselves and their organizations with a few slides
As partners in the Join-MED project, PALAST participated 
in the event in addition to a researcher; Mr. Mahmoud 
Hawamdeh from QOU participated in the 3 day event in 
Brussels, where more than 5000 researchers, innovators 
and influencers who focus on policy priorities were there. 
An expanded list of MPC researchers and organizations is 
available in the online Join-MED directory that currently 
comprises over 650 researchers across the region.

Three Palestinians participated in the International 
Networking Event on Med-EU ICT Co-operation in 
Hammamet through the period 8 - 10 November, 
2010 (http://www.join-med.eu/NetWorkingEvents.
asp?event=2&Selected=home). Mr. Mahmoud 
Hawamdeh from AL-Quds Open University, Mr. 
Hasan Omar from PICTI, and Mr. Anas Shehadeh from 
Technopal attended the network event and represented 
Palestine there. The four main topics according to the 
FP7 challenges were:   

ICT 2010 Event in Brussels 

Join-MED Project 2nd Network event 
Challenge 1: Pervasive and Trusted Network and  •
Service Infrastructures
Challenge 3: Alternative Paths to Components and  •
Systems
Challenge 5. ICT for Health, Ageing Well, Inclusion  •
and Governance
Challenge 6. ICT for a Low Carbon Economy (focusing  •
on 6.2 ICT systems for Energy Efficiency and 6.6 Low-
carbon multi-modal mobility and freight transport) 

CONfereNCeS, wOrkShOPS AND MeeTINgS 
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PALAST has participated in the 7th Int. Palestinian 
European Academic Cooperation in Education (PEACE) 
and the 8th General Assembly of PEACE during 
the period 22-23 November, 2010. The Conference 
was attended by presidents and vice presidents of 
Palestinian universities and European 
Universities members of PEACE program. 
In addition representative of the UNESCO, 
All European Academies (ALLEA) and other 
international organizations have attended 
the conference. The conference sessions 
focused on the priority needs of Palestinian 
universities that could be met through 
international academic cooperation and 
the European support of Palestinian 

Palestine Academy for Science and Technology (PALAST) 
has participated in the interim review of JOIN-MED 
that took place on November 2010, in Hammamet, 
Tunisia. All consortium partners were present and the 
organization and conduct of the meeting met high 
professional standards. The status and results of the first 
phase were presented by the project coordinator, Mr. 
Raphael Koumeri, with formal deliverables elaborated 
by the relevant work package leaders

The project delivered successful outcomes through 
its implementation period (1/2/2009 till now). These 
outcomes include:

Drawing up a draft of a harmonized ICT policy for the  •

Review Meeting for Join-MED Project
MPC region  addressing the major ICT issues from both 
a research and application perspective in the region; 
Organizing two successful networking events that  •
aimed at bringing in together researchers from both 
the MPC region and the EU
A researcher directory with detailed information  •
about the researchers has been compiled, containing 
almost 900 entries. 
A number of project proposals involving MPC partners  •
were initiated.

There are also two upcoming scheduled networking 
events to be held in Morocco in April 2011 and in Egypt 
in Sept. 2011 in addition to the final conference at the 
end of the project. 

Seventh International PEACE Conference  
universities as a corn-stone in the development of 
Palestinian higher education emphasizing on new 
initiatives in support of the academic and research 
priorities in Palestine. One additional special session 
was devoted to the role of universities in promoting 

dialogue among cultures and 
civilization. The conference has adopted 
several recommendations and future 
activities among which is the PALAST-
ALLEA cooperative initiative of reaching 
out the Palestinian Diaspora scientists, 
researchers and experts for the sake of 
helping the Palestinian STI institutions, 
including higher academic and research 
ones.
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Academy representatives at International Conferences

The third “IAP Conference of Young Scientists” will be 
held in conjunction with the World Economic Forum’s 
Annual Meeting of the New Champions (also known as 
the Summer Davos) and will take place in Tianjin, China, 
from 13-15 September 2010.

The World Economic Forum and IAP will facilitate the 
participation of 60 outstanding young scientists in the 
event, to be integrated into the Forum’s meeting which 
will involve around 1500 participants. The Meeting, 
this year on the theme “Driving Growth Through 
Sustainability” is organized on the basis of round table 

discussions with a number of sessions held in parallel.
The overall programme will focus on the “Development 
of Green Technologies”, as well as “Increase Energy 
Efficiencies” and “Lower Carbon Emissions”. The 
World Economic Forum plans to invite selected 
young scientists to have speaking roles in sessions on 
“Groundbreaking Green Technologies” and “Science, 
Technology, and Innovation as a Springboard to 
Economic Development”.
Iyad A. Saadeddin, Assistant professor in An-Najah 
N University was nominated to participate in the 
conference of Young Scientists in China in September. 

IAP Conference and General Assembly

Mr. Fayeq Husein represented PALAST in IAP Conference 
and General Assembly held in London through 12-15 
January 2010. 
IAP members and other delegates invited were to carry 
with them the very important target that we set in 
this conference; to provide a unique forum for science 
academies and biodiversity policy and science experts 
to discuss the various issues associated with the 2010 

Biodiversity target; and in particular, to consider the 
definition of future targets and indicators, with special 
reference to the needs of different countries, and the 
way in which science can support this process.
The IAP Biodiversity Conference Communiqué may be 
found on http://www.interacademies.net/CMS/4017/
generalassembly2010.aspx

COMSTECH Training course on 
“Technology and Innovation Policy”
The Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation Policy Research and Training at OIC Standing 
Committee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation (COMSTECH), held a one week training course on 
“Technology and Innovation Policy” from 19 -30 April, 2010 in Islamabad. 
The course meant to build Science, Technology and Innovation Policy capability of OIC member states and 
is beneficial for Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Policy Planners, Analysts and Researchers working 
in public and private sectors. The course was conducted by experts from the University of Cambridge, 
United Kingdom, in collaboration with the COMSTECH Centre for Science, Technology and Innovation 
Policy Research and Training. Mr. Derar Bader was nominated from the prime ministers’  office in Palestine 
to participate in the training course.

IAP Conference of Young Scientists and the World Economic 
Forum’s Annual Meeting of the New Champions (known as the 
Summer Davos)

CONfereNCeS, wOrkShOPS AND MeeTINgS 
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Palestinian Conference on 
Modern Trends in Mathematics 
and Physics II

The faculty of science at An-Najah National University 
organized an international conference entitled 
“Palestinian Conference on Modern Trends in 
Mathematics and Physics II” that was held during the 
period 2 – 4 August, 2010. The conference took place 
in the new campus of An-Najah National University. 
There were more than one hundred participants in 
the conference including more than 40 international 
participants. The conference was an opportunity for 
scientists to meet and exchange ideas in their fields. 
In addition the conference gave graduate students 
in Mathematics and Physics from local universities 

News from Palestinian Universities and Organizations 
the chance to meet and make contacts with other 
scientists. http://www.najah.edu/conf/pcmtmp2

Launching Academic Research 
Network of the Palestinian 
Universities

Dr. Wasel Ghanem, Director General of the Palestinian 
Education Initiative (PEI) from the Ministry of Education 
& Higher Education invited Dr. Imad Khatib, PALAST 
Secretary General to attend the event of Launching 
Academic Research Network of the Palestinian 
Universities on 29/4/2010 at the MEHE. This event 
was collaboration between MEHE and the Ministry of 
information technology and telecommunication. 

News from Academies around the world
prize in renewable and environmentally sustainable 
energy technologies

Mahathir Science Award 
Nomination 

The Mahathir Science Award is Malaysia’s most 
prestigious Science Award for tropical research 
launched in honor of Dr Mahathir Mohamad who 
promoted and pursued with Great Spirit and 
determination, his convictions in science and scientific 
research in advancing the progress of mankind and 
nation.  
The Award is bestowed on any scientists, institutions or 
organization worldwide in recognition of contributions 
and innovations towards solving problems in the 
tropics through science and technology and to be 
awarded to the most deserving based on merit. Only 
one award is awarded each year from any of the 
following four categories; 
(i) Tropical Medicine, 
(ii) Tropical Agriculture, 
(iii) Tropical Architecture and Engineering, 
(iv) Tropical Natural Resources.

Dr. Sameer Barghouthi from Al-Quds University, Faculty 
of Health Professions, was nominated for the prize from 
Palestine Academy for Science and Technology.

EMAN (Euro Mediterranean 
Academy Network)

Eman held its First General Assembly in Alexandria on 
the 21st of June 2010. Following the General Assembly 
an important Conference on “Richness and diversity 
of the Mediterranean Region: biology and culture” 
was held from 22 to 24 June.  PALAST has been kindly 
invited to participate as a member Academy in the 
General Assembly, and Eng. Tarek Arafat represented 
the Academy in that meeting. 
http://www.scidev.net/en/news/nor th-south-
network-hopes-to-boost-mediterranean-science.html 

Ernesto Illy Trieste Science Prize 

Ernesto Illy Trieste Science Prize in Renewable and 
Environmentally Sustainable Energy Technologies 
administered by TWAS, has been established to give 
international recognition and visibility to outstanding 
scientific achievements made by scientists from 
the developing countries. It will be given for 
outstanding achievements in: Renewable energies for 
environmentally sustainable industrial technologies.

Palestine Academy for Science and Technology 
received a nomination from An-Najah National 
University for Dr. Imad Ibrik to be nominated for TWAS 
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Solidarity is the force that binds humanity together. It 
stretches beyond the boundaries of state, religion and 
kinship to take in all individuals, equal in dignity and 
respect. As the Constitution of UNESCO reminds us, 
solidarity cannot be taken for granted. The defences of 
peace must be constructed in the minds of men and 
women. We must work every day to strengthen the 
intellectual and moral solidarity of humanity.

The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People is an important opportunity to recall the shared 
values that bind us. It is also a moment to mark our 
support with the Palestinian people in their quest for a 
peaceful and prosperous future.

UNESCO is working in this direction. In the fields of 
education, the sciences, culture, and communication 
and information, we are helping to lay the foundations 
that are necessary today for state-building and for a 
more peaceful, prosperous and sustainable future. All 
of our activities are driven by the goals to promote 
dialogue, to foster mutual understanding and to till the 
ground for peace.

UNESCO is working to protect and to promote the wealth 
of Palestinian cultural diversity. Culture is a source of 
identity, strength and development. In practice, this 
means that UNESCO is working to protect a number of 
major sites and monuments.

UNESCO is committed also to supporting the cultural 
expressions and cultural industries of the Palestinian 
people. Music, theatre and crafts are priorities in this 
respect, each contributing uniquely to deepening 
social cohesion and fostering economic development, 
especially in a context where cultural tourism is a rising 
vector of growth.

Support to the Palestinian education system is a core 
priority. Building a more peaceful and prosperous 
future starts with ensuring quality education for all 
today. This objective guides UNESCO’s activities in 
the area of teacher education and our assistance to 
develop systems to improve overall quality. UNESCO 
also supports educational planning and management 
in order to develop the skills and capacities necessary 
in this strategic area. We are active also in supporting 
non-formal education through the work of the Non-
Formal Education Supportive Centre, established by 
UNESCO. 

These actions are expressions of UNESCO’s solidarity 
with the Palestinian people. Solidarity must be built, 
educated and fostered every day, on the basis of the 
principles of dignity, equality and mutual respect. These 
are the foundations for the dialogue and development 
necessary to strengthen peace and stability throughout 
the region.

Message from Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO on 
the occasion of the International Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People, 29 November 2010

PALAST NewSLeTTer 
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The Committee of Human Rights of The Norwegian 
Academy of Science have previously collected 
information about Palestinian students held in preventive 
detention by the Israeli authorities, and by the end of 
March 2010, the Committee sent a letter to the Israeli 
president Shimon Peres informing him about the case  
Similar letters were also sent to the Israeli prime minister 
and to the ministers of defense and foreign affairs.
A brief reply from the president that did not correspond 
with the subject of the letter caused the HRC of the 
Norwegian Academy to send another letter signed 
from the Norwegian Association of Researchers (with 
close to 18 000 members, including most academic staff 
at Norwegian universities and colleges), the Union of 
Education in Norway (with more than 150 000 members 
this is the biggest union of teachers), and The National 
Union of Students in Norway (with about 200 000 
members).
This letter was ended by writing that if they had received 
no reply from the president by August 1, they would 
publish the correspondence on the websites of the four 
organizations. In fact no answer was received by October 
1, so the letters have now been published on the web.
They have also sent the correspondence to the 
International Human Rights Network of Academies and 
asked that it should be sent on to all member academies 
including the Palestinian and Israeli academies. Below 
are the correspondences.  

Palestinian students in preventive detention in violation of Human 
Rights – When the Israeli President delegates the Authority to military 
commander in the “Judea and Samaria”!!
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This accomplished Hakim was the tutor of the 
unparalleled physician Zakariya al-Razi. Luck favoured 
the disciple more than the teacher in terms of celebrity, 
it seems. As compared to Razi, people know very little 
about his teacher Al-Tabari.
Ali Bin Rabban’s forename was Abu al-Hassan, The full 
name being Abu al-Hassan Ali Ibn SahlIbn Rabban al 
–Tabari, Born in 838 AD, his father Sahl hailed from a 
respectable Jewish family. The nobility and sympathy 
inherent in his very nature soon endeared him to his 
countrymen so much so that they used to call him 
Rabban which implies “my leader.”
Professionally Sahl was an extremely successful 
physician. He had command over the art of calligraphy 
too. Besides, He had a deep insight into the disciplinesa 
of Astronomy, Philosophy, Mathematics and Literature. 
Some complicated articles of Batlemus’s Book al-
Mijasti come to be resolved by way of Sahl’s scholorly 
expertise. Translators preceding him had failed to solve 
the mystery.
Ali received his education in the disciplines of Medical 
Science and calligraphy from his able father Sahl and 
attained perfection in these fields. He had also mastered 
syriac and Greek languages to a high degree of 
proficiency. Although Ali hailed from a Jewish family, he 
had embraced Islam, and thus he is classified amongst 
Muslim Scholars. His family belong to Tabristan’s famous 
city Marv.
The fame acquired Ali Ibn Rabban did not simply account 
for the reason that a physician of the stature of Zakariya 
al-Razi was amongst world-renowned treatise Firdous 
al-Hikmat. Spread over seven parts, Firdous al-Hikmat is 
the first ever medical encyclopedia which incorporates 
all the branches of medial science in its folds. This 
work has been published in the last century (twentieth 
century) only. Prior to that, it used to be found scattered 
in libraries the world over. Dr. Mohammad Zuabir Siddqui 
compared and edited the manuscripts. In his preface, he 
has provided extremely useful information regarding 
the book and the author and, wherever necessary, 
explanatory notes have been written to facilitate 
publication of this work on modern publishing standards. 
Later on, this unique work was published with the co-
operation of English and German institutions. Following 
are the details of its all seven parts:
Part one: Kulliyat-e-Tibb. This part sheds light on 
contemporary ideology of medical science. In that era, 
these principles formed the basis of medical science parts.

Muslim Scholars

Part two: Elucidation of the organs of the human body, 
rules for keeping good health and comprehensive 
account of certain muscular diseases.
Part three: Description of diet to be taken in conditions 
of health and disease.
Part four: All diseases right from head to toe. This 
part is of profound significance in the whole book and 
comprises twelve papers.
i)General causes relating to eruption of diseases 
ii) Diseases of the head and the brain 
iii) Diseases relating to the eye, nose, ear, mouth and 
the teeth 
iv) Muscular diseases (paralysis and spasm) 
v) Diseases of the regions of the chest, throat and the 
lungs 
vi) Diseases of the abdomen 
vii) Diseases of the liver 
viii) Diseases of gallbladder and spleen 
ix) Intestinal diseases 
x) Different kinds of fever 
xi) Miscellaneous diseases-Brief urine
 
This part is the largest in the book and is almost half 
the size of the whole book. 
Part five: Description of flavour, taste and colour. 
Part six: Drugs and poison 
Part seven: Deals with diverse topics. Discusses 
climate and astronomy. Also contains a brief mention 
of Indian medicine. 
Though he wrote Firdous al-Hikmat in Arabic but he 
simultaneously translated it into Syriac. He has two more 
compilations to his credit namely Deen-wa Dawlat and 
Hifz al-Seha. The latter is available in the manuscript-
form in the library of Oxford University. Besides Medical 
science, he was also a master of Philosophy, Mathematics 
and Astronomy. He breathed his last around 870 AD.

(Taken from: Personalities Noble, National Science Council of Pakistan, edited by Hakim Mohammad Said).
Second Revised Edition (English and Arabic). Published by the Islamic Academy of Sciences (2000).

Ali Ibn Rabban Al-Tabari 
(Died 870 AD)


