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Editorial
Dr. Imad Khatib

               the release of the second issue, volume 2 of the
Academy Newsletter, the Academy is simultaneously releas-
ing a study entitled: “Scientific Research In Palestine: The
Reality, Challenges and Means of Activation and Development”.
This study is the outcome of a joint effort between the Acad-
emy and the scientific research stakeholders at the national level.

Based on the cooperation among all relevant institutes, the
study identified the main problems affecting the development
and the promotion of the directive basic and applied scientific
research in Palestine. The most important problems identified
are the scarcity of funds allocated for scientific research, the
lack of coordination among the stakeholders, in addition to the
absence of clear policies and associated strategies and action
plans for the relevant national institutions. As these are regarded
as the main obstacles to the development of scientific research,
it appears that there is a consensus among the participating in-
stitutions relating to their willingness to tackle such problems
jointly. Willingness constitutes a first and a positive step pro-
vided it is coupled with the desired determination followed by
effective and practical procedures in which policies are formu-
lated and closely related to the institutions’ objectives and ca-
pabilities in addition to being based on the national require-
ments and priorities.

We, at the Palestine Academy, would like to reiterate the ne-
cessity for enhancing and strengthening the cooperation among
the relevant institutes, whether governmental, non-governmen-
tal or private ones, in the aim of tackling such problems. It
should be noted that there is also a consensus among all par-
ticipating institutions stating the need for the Academy to play
an effective role in advising on and coordinating science and
technology issues including scientific research. In this regard,
the Academy is formulating its policy in accordance with its
concept and perception of scientific research and its goals, based
on the concept and comprehensive vision of science and tech-
nology, and the role of the Academy and other concerned insti-
tutions. The Academy’s national role in supporting institutional
performance in the field of science and technology is presented
in its policy, within a proposed general framework for the tasks
of a national innovation system, which includes networking,
facilitation, coordination, and cooperation among institutions,
with the aim of promoting scientific research in Palestine. This
is associated with the appropriate strategy and action plans.

It is worth noting that the Academy would be ready to extend
helping hands with regard to institutional policy formulation
relevant to the institution’s objectives and mission. These poli-
cies identified and prepared should ensure no overlapping or
duplication with other institutions.

 Response in the Arab Region

            status of technology, employment and poverty
alleviation in the Arab region presents a unique case.  Other
regions of the world have fared better in a shorter period
of time.  This was in spite of the fact that the “Arab Re-
volt” against Ottoman rule permitted a reasonable meas-
ure of autonomy since the early 1920s.  Furthermore, in-
digenous national movements have taken control of most
countries since the Egyptian revolution of 1952.  How-
ever, little progress was made in half a century.

Several Arab governments experimented with systems
based on imported concepts to no avail.  Slogans like “Arab
socialism,” “scientific socialism,” and “Islamic socialism”
followed one another and swept from one country to the
other.  None succeeded in improving the lot of the people;
on the contrary, most resulted in demoralizing the
populations.  The net outcome was altering the nature of
indigenous markets and crippling of the local economies.
Central governments continued to amass power and a ma-
laise gripped the populations.  Loyalty to work and coun-
try became rare and self-interest took hold at all levels of
society.  Stagnation set in and became the norm.  Recent
directives to enlarge and empower the private sector
through “privatization” are noteworthy steps in the right
direction.  Egypt, among other countries, has made com-
mendable efforts in this regard, yet much more needs to be
done.

Other attempts for improvement were made through
“technology transfer,” which instilled a false impression
of “modernization.”  The transfer of technology without
“know how” can be detrimental.  It enforces dependence
on imported machinery, and worse yet, ideas and innova-
tion.  The more recent attempts of “technology incubation,”
at centers like those in the Emirate of Dubai, need to be
augmented and emulated throughout the region.

The status of the Arab region as a whole is the antithesis
of what it used to be.  A few centuries ago, Arab rule was at
the helm of civilization.  Arabs of that time amassed knowl-
edge and opened their hearts, minds and borders to inno-
vation.  They encouraged freedom of thought and invited
all nationalities and races under the protection of their State.
They facilitated commerce through open borders and in-
stituted a global marketplace with other people through-
out Europe and eastern Asia.

With
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Comparison with today’s situation is sobering.  Commerce
between Arab countries is close to non-existent, and that with
the outside world is negligible.  The Gross Domestic Products
(GDP) of 22 Arab countries amount to less than Spain’s.  Fur-
thermore, all exports of 280 million Arabs (other than oil and
gas) are equal to those of Finland, a country of five million
people.  Reasons for this include the margenalization of the
role of women in the production sector.  A society cannot fully
develop its potential without the intellect and energy of its best
among both men and women.

Although corrective measures are being undertaken through-
out the region, we must not allow the changes to be “too little,
too late.”  Because of our faith in the ability of the Arab indi-
vidual and the basic goodness of the Arab culture, we must
collectively identify areas that need improvement.  We must
also tirelessly work to implement the required changes to rem-
edy the problems.  Alleviation of illiteracy, poverty, scarcity of
employment opportunities, and lack of initiatives can only be
done on a sustained basis.  There is no quick fix.  However,
with vision and imagination, small steps can have deep impact
and lead to great achievements, as has been demonstrated in
several Arab countries.  Thus, continued strides must be under-
taken in such areas as leadership, education, management prac-
tices, and societal ethics.

Leadership in many Arab countries is characterized by stag-
nation and the preservation of the status quo. Initiatives be-
come rare and few decision-makers value the motivation of the
workforce by example.  Where the leadership slumbers in a
reactive mood, a malaise of inaction filters to the technocrats
who become obsessed by preserving their status and their perks.
In such cases, corruption sets in and development is invariably
sacrificed.  In recent years, however, technological develop-
ment and government efficiency were given the highest prior-
ity by some leaders.  Improvement occurred in the “hard infra-
structure” of the telecommunications sector with parallel modi-
fications in the “soft infrastructure” of legislation to support
the use of e-government services on the Internet.  Successful
examples include those of Bahrain, Jordan, Oman, Qatar, and
the U.A.E., resulting in the initiation of e-government and
Internet penetration in record time.  Such initiatives are required,
and should be encouraged, throughout the Arab region.

The educational systems in most Arab countries must be over-
hauled to excise regressive notions, fear of dialogue, and sup-
pression of innovation.  They need to be directed toward pre-
paring the youth for the global marketplace and arming them
with what is required to compete with the rest of the world.
More than 60% of Arab females are illiterate; a generation that
is raised by ignorant mothers is useless, even harmful.  Future
generations must be educated and properly trained.  They should
be empowered with analytical thinking and, through motiva-
tion, encouraged to excel and innovate.  Paramount emphasis
on education and training does that, as in the case of the Emir-
ate of Sharjah, where “people are beautified by knowledge”
through a variety of superb educational institutions, both pub-
lic and private. Management practices in many sectors need to
be updated and their goals redirected.  The shackles of control
of authority must be broken to allow autonomy with responsi-
bility.  Handing power to those who are only qualified by “trust-
worthiness” can be detrimental.  Management at all levels should

be entrusted to those with credible ability, and promotion should
be based on merit alone.  The private sector should play a lead-
ing role in this endeavor.  Learning from the experiences of
others in this regard is a virtue.  To strengthen the loyalty and
productivity of its workforce, the U.S. imported management
practices from Japan.

In addition, the “work ethic” has to be re-introduced to the
hearts of the Arab people.  Enriching one’s self without hard
work is a cursed social ill that should be condemned.  Expect-
ing handouts from the State as a given right should be erased
from the minds of the people.  They must be convinced that
work for the common good, any type of it including manual
work, is honorable.  Arabian Gulf countries have realized this
and have begun to take steps to remedy the situation.  How-
ever, government directives alone in this case are not enough.
Citizens, volunteer groups and non-governmental organizations
(NGO) must play a role in changing people’s attitude toward
work for the common good.  Teaching by example is the best
remedy.

Alleviation of poverty in the Arab region will not occur un-
less the level of its populations is upgraded by capacity build-
ing.  Civilization is initiated by valuing knowledge, and is sus-
tained by the unstinting acquisition and diffusion of knowledge.
This has been proven again and again throughout human his-
tory.  Those who opened their physical and mental borders to
knowledge wherever it originated, and continued to build upon
it, created lasting civilizations.  By more reliance on “intellec-
tuals”, the media must play a responsible role in informing the
public of new developments and their applications.  In so do-
ing, they should publicize the rewards of indigenous initiatives
and innovations.

One significant aspect of the knowledge building process is
a sustained effort in science and technology or research and
development.  The state of the Arab region today is clearly evi-
dent from the scarcity of emphasis on scientific investigation
and the indifference to technological innovation.  Arab coun-
tries spend less than 0.5% of their national budgets on research
and development.  The developed countries spend more than
2% on these endeavors.  To catch up with the rest of the world,
Arab countries need to quadruple their expenditure on research
and development.  It is heartening to witness the initiation of a
debate on this issue in the Arab region.  Furthermore, some
countries have already taken steps to increase expenditure on
science and technology.  Recently, for example, Saudi Arabia
has announced an increase in its budget of this vital endeavor.
However, governments alone cannot carry the financial bur-
dens of research and development.  Scientists and technolo-
gists must also acquire support from the private sector through
successful marketing of the economic benefits of their research.

The citizenry of the Arab region has the intelligence and the
energy to excel on the world’s stage.  It lacks none of the fun-
damental requirements for development and progress.  The
needs can basically be summarized in patterns of behavior, in-
cluding courageous leadership that motivates by example,
proper training in analytical thinking, and sustained emphasis
on initiative and rewarding of excellence.  In satisfying these
needs, a closely knit relationship is required between govern-
ment, business communities, and civil society.  The present day
success stories have resulted from such concerted efforts.  If
the trend of such cases continues unabated, and additional ef-
forts are made, we can surely expect a better future for the Arab
region.
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Environmental Awareness

In the aim of creating environmental activists within the com-
munity, raising the community environmental awareness and
promoting community involvement in tackling environmental
issues, the Academy has initiated an environmental awareness
project that is expected to be implemented over the period of
ten months and whose end result will be an environmental ref-
erence book. This reference will be considered as a first step
towards developing an environmental curriculum for school
children. The Academy would like to thank the UNDP for fund-
ing this project.

Science and Technology School Curriculum

Palestine Academy is currently working on a report to assess
the obstacles that school teachers and students face while re-
spectively teaching and learning the new Palestinian technol-
ogy curriculum. Based on initial findings, it has been noticed
that most of the teachers lack both the appropriate knowledge
and skills required for the instruction of such material. Hence,
Palestine Academy will invest the local regional and interna-
tional contacts in order to support the Ministry of Education in
evaluating the current technology curriculum in the aim of en-
hancing the national capacity for curriculum development and
production. As a result, Palestine Academy has approached the
US National Academy of Sciences to provide technical assist-
ance to this joint pilot project. It is worth noting that such a
pilot project could be the first step towards establishing a con-
tinuous education center that would serve the Palestinian com-
munity through providing some training courses and workshops.

Frontiers of Science and Engineering

Two symposia regarding science and engineering have been
held in Irvine California organized by the US National Acad-
emies. The Frontiers of engineering was attended was Mr.
Hashem Shahin who was nominated to represent the Academy.
The meeting highlighted topics such as Chemical and Mo-
lecular Engineering, Technology for Human Beings, Future
of Nuclear Energy and Quantum Information technology.

Moreover, the symposium was followed by a meeting called
USA- Middle East Frontiers of Science and Engineering.
The proposed idea in this meeting was to arrange a meeting
that would bring together scientists and engineers from the
United States of America and the Middle East countries. The
meeting is designed to bring together the talented and emerg-
ing leaders of academia and industry.  The goal of the symposia
is to introduce those outstanding scientists and engineers to each
other, and through this interaction facilitate collaboration in their
respective fields of interest, as well as the transfer of new tech-
niques and approaches across the fields, and the establishment
of contacts among the next generations of scientists and engi-
neers. The suggested number of Participants would be around
80. Twenty participants from each country and it is expected to
be held in the coming six months (March or April 2003).

As for the Frontiers of Science, it was also held in Irvine
California and Dr. Khuloud Dajani and Mr. Khaled Nassr Eldin
represented the Academy in this meeting. Like the previous
Frontiers, this meeting brought together many participants in-
cluding those of the Middle East. Both participants from both
meetings will form the nucleus of the organizing committee for
a Frontiers of Science and Engineering Program that will hope-
fully be established in the region, and which will be sponsored
by the science and engineering academies of the United States,
Israel, and Palestine, and the Higher Council for Science and
Technology of Jordan. It is expected that by Next month the
NAS/NAE will request nominations of participants from the
regional academies and other sources, to be submitted by Feb-
ruary and in May invitations will be sent out to speakers and
participants. The first event will hopefully take place in Octo-
ber 2003.

An Update on Academy damage

Based on the complaint raised by the Israel Academy of Sci-
ences and Humanities regarding the damage caused by the Is-
raeli forces’ incursion to the offices of Palestine Academy for
Science and Technology, Dr. Imad Khatib, the Academy Secre-
tary General, had a meeting on October 16th, 02 in the offices of
the Israeli Military Leadership in the West Bank (Beit El).  Dr.
Khatib, and based on the request of the Israeli forces, met with
a committee comprised of three Israeli commanders in order to
discuss the Israeli incursion into the academy offices and the
damage that was caused as a result. The committee has acknowl-
edge the storming of the academy offices and by the end of the
meeting, the Israeli side orally conveyed its apologies for such
an incursion and for the destruction and damage caused.

Palestine Academy Cooperative Initiatives

Event                                                                                                     Place                       Date

Winter 2003 Upcoming Events

Workshop towards Presenting the Academy Policy and Bylaws       Ramallah   March 2003
Meeting: Facts and Views about the new Palestinian curriculum       Ramallah & Gaza   April 2003
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World Science Day for Peace and Development

The World science Day for Peace and Development took
place on the 12th November at the UNESCO headquarters in
Paris. Palestine Academy had nominated Dr. Sari Nusseibeh
to represent the Academy in such a meeting whose purpose
was to renew the national as well as the international commit-
ment to science for peace and development and to stress the
responsible use of science for the benefit of society. The sub-
theme was the role of academies of science, engineering and
medicine working together towards peace in addition to fo-
cusing on the role of the International Human Rights Network
of Academies and Scholarly Societies. Thus, this event actu-
ally provided different scientific organizations, scientists and
academies of science the opportunity to speak about their ex-
perience in scientific cooperation for peace. The event was or-
ganized by UNESCO and co-sponsored by the US National
Academy of Sciences and it was attended by various interna-
tional prominent figures including Farouk el Baz(

Capacity Building Workshop in Italy

A workshop on Capacity Building for Academies in Coun-
tries with predominantly Muslim Communities and a Sympo-
sium on Science, Religion and values will be held in Trieste
Italy from 5-7 March 2003. The Academy president, Dr. Fathi
Arafat has been invited to attend this workshop which is a part
of the ongoing IAP (InterAcademy Panel) Program on capac-
ity building for Science Academies. The aim of this capacity
building workshop is to bring together the presidents of sci-
ence academies and the ministers responsible for science and
technology from 15 countries with predominantly Muslim
populations, to present and discuss the structure and functions
of academies of science in their countries and the ways and
means of developing their capacities to fulfil their basic mis-
sion, including the provision of independent advice to govern-
ments. As for the symposium which will be held on the 7 March,
it will examine the intricate relationship between science, reli-
gion and values that has always been a driving force both within
and among civilizations. It is worth noting that these events
are organized by the InterAcademy Panel (IAP), in collabora-
tion with the US National Academy of Sciences (US NAS),
Islamic Educational, scientific and cultural organization
(ISECO), organization of Islamic Conference Standing Com-
mittee on Scientific and Technological Cooperation
(COMSTECH) and the Third World Academy of Sciences
(TWAS).

Human Rights Network of Academies and
Scholarly Societies Biennial Meeting

Palestine Academy has been invited to take part in the Hu-
man Rights Network biennial meeting which is going to take
place from 21-23 May 2003 in Ascona, Switzerland. This meet-
ing will celebrate the tenth anniversary of the network and it is
expected that some 50 academies and scholarly societies will
be represented. This event entails informal regional gatherings
where representatives whose academies are located in the same
region will get to know each other. In addition, there will be a
symposium entitled “Science in the Service of Human Rights

and International Law” and another workshop entitled “Sup-
porting and Defending the Rights of Scientists to Freedom of
Expression”.

EUMEDIS – SMITE project

As Palestine Academy for Science and Technology is the
core partner of the EUMEDIS SMITE project, it has therefore
been invited to attend the 1st annual EUMEDIS Smite project
meeting which is going to be held in Beirut, Lebanon from 10-
11 February 2003 on the premises of the Association of Leba-
nese Industrialists. This meeting is intended to serve as a fol-
low up to the project and as an assessment of the first year(

TWAS, TWNSO  and IAP conferences  in New Delhi

In the aim of achieving cooperation with Palestinian organi-
zations, Ms. Fida Mashal from the Palestine Standard Institu-
tion, and upon an endorsement from Palestine Academy, has
participated in TWAS (Third World Academy of Sciences) 8th

General Conference, TWAS 13 General meeting and the
TWNSO (Third World Network Scientific Organization) 7th

General assembly that were held in New Delhi, India from the
19th till the 23rd October. This series of meetings aimed at dis-
cussing the strategies and work plans of TWAS in addition to
helping academies that are members of TWNSO to develop
new policies and to forge bilateral relations. Moreover a de-
bate was organized to tackle the problems and challenges that
are faced by the Third World Countries (TWC) in the aim of
reducing the gap between developed and developing countries.
In the final session, the Delhi Declaration presented important
recommendations including the need for bilateral relations in
order help TWCs in the process of capacity building through
training workshops, fellowships and awareness raising cam-
paigns. Immediately following that, the InterAcademy Panel
held a workshop entitled “General of Experimental Materials
and Learning Modules for Science Education”.  It is worth
noting that the IAP has also reiterated the need for giving as-
sistance to developing countries through supporting scientists,
developing curricula, and supporting higher education.

Nomination to World Innovation Foundation

Upon invitation from the World Innovation Foundation
(WIF), Dr. Fathi Arafat, the Academy president has agreed to
become a consulting Honorary Member to WIF. WIF is a fully
independent multidisciplinary research group that concerns it-
self with global and national socio-economic issues of coun-
tries where scientific endeavor and innovation are the driving
forces of future nations. It is worth mentioning that the institu-
tion’s founding president was Nobel laureate Glenn Seaborg,
discoverer of nearly 10% of the universe’s elements and the
scientific adviser to ten presidents of the United States while
WIF’s current president is Nobel Laureate Jerome Karle. Other
members are from all walks of life and range from former lead-
ers of nations to many of the world’s most creative scientists
including over 40 Nobel Laureates.
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Gaza

“Due to the current Israeli forces tough
measures in most of the west Bank and Gaza
Strip Areas, only few universities were able
to respond“

Nablus

News from Palestinian Universities ……

Bethlehem University

With An Najah, Birzeit and Al-Quds universities, the Water & Soil Environmental
search Unit (WSERU) at Bethlehem University  is working with the University of Okla-
homa on the following programs: Modeling the Eastern Basin of the Mountain Aquifer
using ARC.WATER.FEA with ArcView GIS techniques and MODFLOW;

* Imaging perched aquifers using Resistance Tomography;
* Advanced and experimental waste water treatment technologies.
With the Islamic University of Gaza and An Najah universities, WSERU is working

with the University of Purdue on
* Capacity Building for Palestinian Science Graduates by the Development and

implementation of  a Master’s degree in Water Resource Management. Courses began at
IUG and PWA (Gaza) on September 28th 2002. This is a pilot run before the course is
made available to other Palestinian Science graduates from September 2003.

For further information, you can link to the following website:
www.wseru.bethlehem.edu.

Islamic University of Gaza (IUG)

Some 30 academics and lecturers on Mathematics from different countries participated
in the IUG second conference on Mathematical Sciences. Mr. Jamal Al Khodary, Chair-
man of Board of Trustees, warmly welcomed the participants and expressed happiness
for holding the conference in such difficult conditions in addition to mentioning the dis-
tinctive role played by the IUG in scientific research. Prof. Muhammad Shubair, IUG
president, said that IUG is approaching its 25th anniversary with plans to depend on elec-
tronic education. It is worth noting that the planning for this conference lasted two years.

In other news, Prof. Ihsan Alagha and Dr. Fuad Alajez, Faculty of education, repre-
sented IUG in the 14th Conference for syllabus design held at Ain Shams University in
Egypt. The papers entitled “Supervisors’ Role in Teachers Performance in Palestine”
and “Preparing Palestinian Teachers according to Professional Performance” were pre-
sented by Prof. Alagha and Dr. Alajez respectively.

An-Najah National University

Due to the political atmosphere in Palestine, and due to the expanding settling under
the Israeli occupation, in addition to the shortage of water resources and rainfalls, clean
water shortage is the most threatening crisis to Palestine. Researchers have therefore
met this challenge. Many have studied contaminated water, purification processes using
solid matters. Others have studied the phenomena of ground water contamination and
water contamination with heavy metals. Economics and management of drinking and
irrigation water have been studied. Political and geographical aspects of water have been
investigated. International law and peace treaties regarding water are one major area of
study at ANU. Another area of priority is health studies. Scientists from the Colleges of
Sciences and Pharmacy have been active in studying threats to health in Palestine. Re-
search has been active in different areas such as: microbiology, virology, mycology,
ecology, cell biology, genetics, molecular biology, and biochemistry. Agricultural re-
search, plant and animal production and natural products are also important areas of
research.
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        September 18th, 2002 about a 100 of America’s most
gifted engineers met in California, for a three-day conference
to discuss selected topics such as fuel cells, chemical fluid dy-
namics, nuclear energy, quantum computation as well as other
topics of importance to the rising generation of engineers.

This Frontiers of Engineering Symposium is an annual meet-
ing specifically designed for younger engineers, that is, be-
tween 30 and 45 years old. Participants are nominated by deans
of engineering schools, chief technology officers at major cor-
porations and official national labs.

 I had the pleasure and privilege to attend this prestigious
conference through an invitation that I received from the U.S.
National Academy of Sciences upon nomination by the Pales-
tine Academy for Science and Technology.  I must admit that
at first I was intimidated by some of the topics stated in the
conference agenda, and also by the list of participants that was
attached to it, since almost all participants were knowledge-

A Palestinian Participant in the American Eighth

 Annual Symposium on Frontiers of Engineering

able in those areas in addition to being
experts in a range of engineering fields.
To my relief, I found out that many of the
participants had the same feeling.

The meeting was held at the Beckman
Center, which is a very nice compound that
belongs to the National Academy of Sci-
ences and Engineering, and which has all
the facilities needed for conducting such a
conference.  It was a bit far from the hotel
that we stayed in, which meant that peo-
ple would be, you may say, stranded on an
island, this time being the Beckman Center.
The level of organization was excellent,
even though that we had to work for 12
hours a day; time seemed to pass very
quickly.

The meeting started early in the morn-
ing with the opening remarks of Wm. Wulf
the president of the National Academy of
Engineering followed by those of Michael
Corradini, the chairman of the organizing
committee, who welcomed the participants
and congratulated them for being selected to attend. Then a
small introduction was given pertaining to the National Acad-
emy of Engineering, its goals and a brief history about it and
some of its duties and achievements.

Four main topics were addressed in the meeting by speakers
who were among the best in their respected field and both the
speakers and the topics were selected by members of the or-
ganizing committee, who had participated in previous meet-
ings. The topics included Chemical and Molecular Engineer-
ing, Technology for Human Beings, Future of Nuclear Energy,
and Quantum Information technology.

One speaker in particular, Prof. Melody Moore from Georgia
State University gave a very interesting talk, perhaps because
it was somehow closer to my field of work, but also because
Prof. Moore and her group were the only ones who carried out
such sort of experiments on humans, rather than animal mod-
els. She talked about Human- Computer Interaction: Direct brain
interfaces. Her experiments are well known as Brain-Compu-
ter Interface, which is a system that detects minute
electrophysiological changes in the brain signals, providing a
channel to control computers or devices that do not depend on
muscle movement. Her discoveries in this field provide some
hope to people with severe physical disabilities, especially those
who suffer from what is called “Locked-In Syndrome”. People
in such situations can actually put the lights on and off in their
apartments, switch on the TV, air conditioning and other house-
hold equipment, and they can even do their own shopping on

the internet, using specially designed software.

The idea behind my participation was to get exposure to such
a meeting, interact with colleagues and exchange information
regarding the different technologies available, in addition to
trying to organize such a meeting for scientists and engineers
from the Middle East and the United States, similar to that pro-
gram that they have with both Germany and Japan. Indeed such
an idea would very helpful in posting cooperation between sci-
entists and engineers of the region and their American counter-
parts.

bÇ

A Palestinian Participant in the American Eighth

 Annual Symposium on Frontiers of Engineering
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Palestine Academy Workshops in Ramallah and Gaza

Gaza:
In an effort to strengthen the role of the Academy in Gaza,

two workshops were held on the 19thy and the 21st August 2002
on the premises of the academy new offices. Both workshops
were chaired by Dr. Fathi Araft, the Academy president and
were attended by a large number of participants including those
from universities in Gaza, Ministries and of course the acad-
emy staff members. The workshops tackled several important
issues related to the development of science and technology in
Palestine in general based on recommendations from the par-
ticipants. The highlight of the workshops was the decision to
establish the eight science and technology committees: Food
and Drug Technology, Medical and Health Sciences, Energy
and Natural resources, Innovative Technologies’ Engineering,
Natural and Physical Sciences, Economic and Social Sciences,
Industrial Productivity and Material Technology, Water Re-
sources and Environment. The committees have held several
meetings since then where general action plans were drawn for
the development of scientific research aiming at achieving the
academy objectives relevant to each of the above mentioned
fields. In addition, a coordination committee was also estab-
lished during the workshops in order to facilitate the work of
the science and technology committees. This coordination com-
mittee has held five meetings already during which a general
action plan was also outlined, in conformity with the academy
strategic plan.

Ramallah:
After a successful workshop held in Gaza relating to the cur-

rent status of scientific research in Palestine, a parallel work-
shop took place in Ramallah on the 29th August on the premises
of the City Inn Palace Hotel. The workshop included two com-
plementary sessions dealing with scientific research, its obsta-
cles and means of development in addition to Academy policy
and bylaws. A brief introduction on the obstacles facing scien-
tific research in the country and the necessity for all concerned
organizations to cooperate in finding means to surmount those
obstacles was given stressing the need for cooperation and co-
ordination between different organizations in order to be able
to improve scientific research and prevent the loss of effort and
money resulting from duplication of research. After a detailed
and elaborate analysis of the situation in the first session, the
second session tackled the Academy policy and bylaws em-
phasizing the academy objectives in general especially those
relating to the reinforcement and development of research in
the country. In addition, feedback was requested from the par-
ticipants on what elements could be added to the academy policy.
Several recommendations were made, most importantly the need
for the academy to be an umbrella institution for all institutions
engaging in scientific research through institutionalizing ele-
ments of cooperation and coordination, the need for the indus-
trial sector to give immense contributions to scientific research
for its own benefit, in addition to the need for the National Sci-
ence Fund (NSF); an Academy initiative, in order to secure the
sustainability of Research.

News From Academies
around the World and

 the Scientific Community

ACADEMIA EUROPAEA - From 9-12 October
Academia Europaea organised its annual meeting, 2002, in
Lisbon, Portugal with a conference on “the sciences and the
understanding of risk: policies for public trust and well be-
ing”. The conference was cosponsored by the Gulbenkian
foundation, the Portuguese government, the European Com-
mission and the OECD.

The important topic of the conference, understanding risk and
risk governance, was addressed from various angles: phys-
ics, economy, medicine, environmental, social and behav-
ioural sciences. An attempt was made to bridge several do-
mains of knowledge and to identify the needs of this interdis-
ciplinary field. ALLEA’s President prof. Drenth (who is also
member of Academia Europaea) contributed with a paper on
“the psychology of risk”.

THE HAGUE PRIZE - In September the Mayor of
The Hague, The Netherlands, former Dutch Science Minis-
ter Wim Deetman, announced the so-called The Hague Prize.
This Prize consists of a granted ? 50.000. It will be awarded
at least every four years; the first award will be in the Spring
of 2004.

Nominees can be physical persons and/or  legal persons who,
through publications or achievements in the practice of law,
have made a special contribution to the development of pub-
lic international law and/or private international law or to the
advancement of the rule of law in the world (with a prefer-
ence for individuals). Substantiated presentations of candi-
dates (accompanied by their CV’s) should be submitted be-
fore 1 June 2003 to:

Prof.Dr. F.A. Nelissen,
Secretary of the Nominating Committee of The Hague Prize    Founda-

tion,

P.O. Box 29761,
Nl-2502   LT The Hague, The Netherlands.
Information at e-mail: HYPERLINK

“mailto:thehagueprize@kpmg.nl”  thehagueprize@kpmg.nl

IAP Membership

Palestine Academy was very pleased that it has been ac-
cepted as a member of the InterAcademy Panel (IAP). We
would like to thank Profs. Quere and Krieger for their sup-
port knowing the Academy would be honored to be actively
involved in the IAP and hopefully this is the beginning of a
long lasting cooperation.
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Scientific Research: A perspective from An Najah University

 It is essential that policies prepared by the national uni-
versities should be formulated to promote research and
stimulate directive postgraduate studies, as well as encour-
age academic staff and researchers to tackle industrial, ag-
ricultural, health, environmental, etc. problems by provid-
ing them with the proper tools and means. Hence, the Acad-
emy’s announcement on the establishment of the National
Science Fund (NSF) was positively received by all
stakeholders as an important mechanism that would consti-
tute the nucleus for establishing a foundation for basic and
applied scientific research. Most participating institutions
showed willingness to support the NSF; a pool of funds to
be coordinated by an ad hoc council that includes the main
stakeholders.

Finally, the Academy will follow up the outcomes and
recommendations presented in the study with the hope that
the national institutions would cooperate effectively for the
sake of a prosperous future state of Palestine.

Continued from page 1(editorial)

Scientific research in Palestine is as old as the Palestinian uni-
versities themselves. Its progress and development are tied with
those of the academic institutions. Both university teachers and
graduate students have taken upon themselves to conduct basic
and applied research in all fields of knowledge. Number of pro-
motions and the rise in number of new academic degrees are a
clear testimony to the status of scientific research in Palestinian
universities.  Research at An Najah University is one case in
point. After more than twenty years, Najah has now more than
23 full professors who have authored some 200 scholarly works.
In addition, about 73 academicians have been awarded the title
of Associate Professor who have published more than 300 schol-
arly works. Taking into consideration fellowships, the academic
cadre at An-Najah has completed 600 scholarly papers and books.
Furthermore, 551 M.A. theses have been completed at An Najah.
These theses covered humanities and social sciences (380 the-
ses) and sciences (171 theses).  This also applies to other fellow
Palestinian universities.
1) A number of scholarly journals have been published. They
appear regularly and have a good reputation. An Najah Journal
for  Research (in Humanities and natural sciences) is a case in
point. So far 16 volumes have come out in each area of knowl-
edge.
2) About 120 academicians, at An Najah, have been promoted.
3) Labs have been modernized and developed. Departments have
also been supplied with the necessary equipment for   research.
4) Libraries are being developed and their services are improved
continuously.
5) Internet services have been expanded covering now teachers’
offices and university departments.
6) Several research seminars and conferences, bringing together
scholars from around the world , have been hosted at An Najah.

However, these facts and figures alone do not tell the whole
story. Scientific research in Palestine faces tremendous difficul-
ties. The Israeli military occupation , its repressive practices and
systematic destruction of almost everything are hindering uni-
versities’ research and development plans.

Insecurity, stress and confusion have significantly affected re-
searchers and their creativity. Killings, destruction, assassina-
tions, closures and road blocks have “stolen” the researchers’
peace of mind necessary for carrying out scientific research.

Professor  Rami Hamdallah
President of An Najah University

Severe restrictions on movement of people from one town to
another have prevented carrying out field studies. Lack of ac-
cess to academic institutions has also deprives researchers from
conducting lab experiments and analyses, in addition to the lack
of necessary material and good equipment needed for conduct-
ing experiments.

To overcome these hindrances and develop research at uni-
versities, there is a need for more scholarly journals in exact
sciences and other areas of knowledge as well. Researchers also
need enough time to do research work. In addition, sufficient
financial support to cover research projects is badly needed to
produce M.Sc.s and Ph.Ds in all scientific fields. Award, finan-
cial or other for excellence in research work should be promoted.
Equally important, contacts with the industrial sector and other
business institutions need to be established for the commercial
utilization of research. This requires entering in partnership agree-
ments with business enterprises locally and internationally. This
will secure a steady source of funding for universities. Finally,
research serving different aspects of development and directly
related to community interest needs to be encouraged,


