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ü The COVID-19 pandemicis a global public health threat of serious

concern especially in conflict settings that face fragility and lack

adequateresourcesandcapacities.

ü Gaza'spopulationis consequentlyliving in a poorhumanitariansituationwith

high ratesof unemployment,poverty, over-crowdedness,and a weak health

system. This makes Gaza particularly fragile and affects its ability to

effectivelyrespondto theCOVID-19 pandemic.
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üThe Israeli occupationhasalso impededPalestinianefforts to combat

COVID-19, including restricting the entry of essential ("dual-use")

neededfor the environmentalandhealthsectorssuchasequipmentand

medicationsvia the Israeli-controlled Karm Abu Salemcrossing,the

maincommercialcrossing.

ü However,the pandemicis expectedto makeGazathe worst-casescenario

with respectto WASH-relateddiseasesand deepenthe fragility of Gaza's

environmentalandhealthsystems,which arealreadyoverstretchedbeyond

their limits.
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1. Introduction

Figure1. A mapshowsthetotal numberof

COVID-19 cases in the Gaza Strip,

including the distribution of the caseson

its five governorates.

#Palestinian MOH

27-11-2020 10:00 AM

#COVID-19 daily updates in #Gaza Strip.

PCR tests:2863

New cases: 922

Cumulative confirmed cases: 18333

Seriously ill cases: 98

Cases that need medical care: 302

Recovered cases

New:270

Total: 10254

Active cases: 7993

Deaths

New:2

Total: 86

https://twitter.com/hashtag/Palestinian?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Gaza?src=hash
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ü This paper provides an overview of the status of environmental

pollution in the GazaStrip in light of the COVID-19 pandemicandits

impactson thehealthsystemandpublichealth.

1. Introduction

ü Information was gathered through literature review and in-depth

interviews with relatedhealth and environmentalPalestinianactorsas

presentedbelow:



2.1 Literature and deskreview findings

30 November 2020Samer Abuzerr 7

ü Thepoorwaterquality, alongwith thedeterioratingWASH infrastructure

andservices,continueto negativelyimpactthequality of life in theGaza

Stripandhasnumerousimplicationsonpublichealth.

2.1.1 Water, sanitation, and hygiene crisis

ü Accordingto the PWA, the per capitadaily waterconsumption88.3 liters per

capitaper day (lcd) in 2019, which is below the acceptablestandardof 100

literspercapitaperday,recommendedby theWHO.
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2.1.1 Water, sanitation, and hygiene crisis

Figure 2. A contour map of the nitrate and 

chloride contamination in Gazaôs Coastal 

Aquifer.
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ü Solid wastemanagement(SWM), including collection,transportation,and

disposal,is amongthe mostcritical challengesfacing serviceprovidersin

theGazaStrip.

ü The total solid wastegenerationin Gazais estimatedat around1,330 tons

of wasteper day, with a daily solid wastegenerationper capita of 0.7

kg/day.

2.1.2 Solid wastemanagement crises


